
Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838 1

Featuring the 2015 National FFA Convention

WY     MING FFA TIMES
Winter 2015-16 Edition

New chapter forms

Wyoming FFA 
members explore ag in 

Fremont County
by Jennifer Womack

Wyoming FFA Foundation

Riverton — Wyoming FFA members received a first-hand look at a variety of 
agricultural businesses when they visited Fremont County mid-November 2015. 
Among the stops were a grain elevator, an implement dealer and a farm special-
izing in direct marketing. The tour was hosted by the Wyoming FFA Foundation 
in conjunction with Wyoming FFA’s fall leadership retreat, held in Lander.

 “We are essentially a bank for grain,” said Scott Priebe who owns Wyo-
ming Ag Marketing with his wife, Emily. Scott and Emily are both alumni of the 
FFA program and active volunteers. Scott served as State FFA President in Indi-
ana. Emily is a past Wyoming FFA State Officer and a past National FFA Offi-

See TOUR Page 5

Hulett — Char Bauman, a seventh grader at Hulett 
High School, is running her own agriculture-based 
business. The school barn, located adjacent to the 
community’s school, serves as the headquarters for 
her poultry enterprise.
 “There’s a week-long waiting list for her eggs,” 
says her dad, Charles Bauman, who serves as the pas-
tor at the nearby Assembly of God Church. He says 
the family has no background in agriculture. The 
agriculture education classes and the school barn at 
the local high school have provided Char, and the rest 
of the family, the chance to learn about agriculture. 
Charles says the classes have sparked his daughter’s 
interest in both agriculture and natural resources.
 Char cares for the chickens in the mornings, turns 
them out in the afternoons when she collects the eggs 
and gathers them back into the coop before bedtime. 
Local Agriculture Educator and FFA Advisor Jim 
Pannell says it’s not uncommon to see the entire Bau-
man family walking to the school facilities to care for 
the birds.

Hulett barn door open for student opportunity
by Jennifer Womack

Wyoming FFA Foundation

See BARN Page7

Green River — Something great is 
brewing in Southwest Wyoming. The 
word most commonly used to describe 
it – excitement! Wyoming FFA boasts 
52 chapters and over 2,500 members, 
an amazing feat for such a sparsely 
populated state. Green River, recently 
launching its program, is the newest 
chapter to join the ranks.   
 For some time, Green River com-
munity members have been campaign-
ing for a chapter. In 2013 the school 
board hired former Ag Teacher and 

FFA Advisor Lacy Bangert as school 
counselor. She worked with Principal 
Darren Howard explaining the benefits 
of a program to the Green River com-
munity. In the summer of 2014, she 
presented information to the Superin-
tendent, Assistant Superintendent, and 
other administrators, sharing her vision 
for a program at Green River High 
School.
 Miss Bangert’s expertise, combined 
with community support, convinced the 

By Trinity Lewis, Wyoming FFA Foundation

See NEW Page 5

Casper 4th in parli pro
Louisville, Kentucky — Meetings have 
a reputation for running long and lack-
ing in productivity. Not so when the 
FFA members from Natrona County 
- Casper FFA are involved! The fourth 
place finishers in the National FFA Par-
liamentary Procedure Career Develop-
ment Event (CDE) hail from NC High 
School in Casper. The CDE tests mem-
bers’ ability to communicate ideas effec-
tively during a meeting. To compete, the 
team from Casper took an exam on par-
liamentary law, conducted a 10-min-
ute demonstration of parliamentary pro-
cedure, answered oral questions, com-
pleted written minutes of the demonstra-

tion and worked through a team problem 
solving activity.
 Team member Wilson Stewart 
described their presentation, “We ran 
a total of three cards for the national 
FFA competition. We had one that was 
about sending a newsletter to chapter 
members, one about holding a teachers’ 
appreciation banquet at our school, and 
one about conducting student leadership 
events.” Stewart’s teammates included 
Trey Campbell, Tayler Cotton, Marriah 
Zumbrennen, Austin Mettler and Wil-
liam Moffat.

See PARLI Page 3
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Traditions

Continuing the Heritage of Families 
in Agriculture

All the Best,
Brendan

Here we are at a fine 
time to look back 
on the blessings of 
2015. This year the 
FFA Foundation has 
seen record dollars 
given away for col-
lege scholarships, a 
record fundraising effort at this year’s Blue 
Jean Ball in Torrington and a record amount 
of money raised for the FFA Association 
State Officers. That’s just to name a few of 
our larger successes. With this excitement 
throughout the year, perhaps now offers us 
a minute to examine the year in whole and 
to ponder the important things, things that 
will last, things that may become traditions.
 The Wyoming FFA Foundation was cre-
ated in 1958. In recent history, activities 
such as the 5K fun run, the golf tournament, 
and the duck race have been added to the 
annual activities. Perhaps some of these, at 
some point, will become traditions within 
the Foundation.
 But what exactly is it that makes a tra-
dition? I look back to my own family and 
recall ice skating parties with my parents 
and grandparents around Christmas. The 
family needed a reason to get together. The 
waters of the Green and Hams Fork rivers 
happened to be close to the ranch. Ice skat-
ing wouldn’t be done unless it was for fun. 
Never mind the wind blowing at 20 miles 
per hour or the temperature hovering at 
zero degrees. A larger fire would hold back 
the cold, a bulkier snow suit would help cut 
the wind. When all was done, and parents 
and kids were hovering around the stove, 
stories of the day would unfold, some even 
true. Conversation couldn’t help but erupt. 
The more difficult the circumstances, the 
better the stories. I recall as a child cherish-
ing the bravery that adversity could bring 
to a situation and that out of all the busy 
times, it was the fellowship that finally was 
most important.
 With the FFA Foundation, we strive 
to provide opportunities to bring people 
together. We look to each event as a time to 
build fellowship among all those involved 
in agriculture in Wyoming, to cuss and dis-
cuss, if necessary, the issues of the day. 
When things go unexpected, it is then that 
the greatest memories are formed. Out of it 
all, it is this sharing and fellowship that is 
perhaps most vital which create the stories, 
which create the enjoyable time, which per-
haps create a tradition. 
 As we embark on 2016, I’d like to wish 
those of you who support the Foundation a 
very Happy New Year. Go out, get a little 
cold, have some fun, create some memories 
and start a tradition this year! As you fill in 
your calendar, we hope you’ll continue to 
be a part of FFA traditions, both those that 
are long-standing and others that are in the 
development stages.

Upton’s Cowger makes a strong 
showing in National Creed Contest

Louisville, Kent. — “I had watched other speak-
ers and I was very confident,” is how Maxx Cow-
ger described his attitude as he waited to compete 
at State Convention last April. “I wasn’t surprised 
by winning state. I still had my doubts, don’t get 
me wrong, but I really believed in myself and Mr. 
Buchholz.”
 The Upton FFA member was raised in Upton, 
but spent most of his free time working as a ranch 
hand with his dad on the X-Ring ranch. Upon 
entering seventh grade, ag teacher Shane Bucholz 
“convinced” Cowger to join FFA. Maxx said, 
“Ever since then, the Creed was always involved. 
I learned the first paragraph in 7th grade and he 
always urged me to practice through 8th grade, 
but I never did.” When Maxx reached his fresh-
man year, the soon-to-be state champion buck-
led down when it came to learning and deliver-
ing the FFA Creed. “Freshman 
year we worked on it in class 
constantly. My biggest motiva-
tion was the competition. I’m 
very competitive, and I knew I 
was good at it so I wanted to be 
the best.”
 Maxx competed at the 
national competition in Octo-
ber where he was a Silver 
Emblem recipient. The national 
contest is designed to recog-
nize outstanding FFA mem-
bers for their ability to pres-
ent the National FFA Creed in 
a competitive setting. Mem-
bers deliver the Creed from 
memory and respond to three 
questions. The event gives FFA 
members the opportunity to 

develop their ability to communicate in a pow-
erful, organized and professional manner. Maxx 
is very thankful to have accomplished all that he 
did in the Creed Speaking competition. “Creed 
helped me with a lot of things. I’m very confi-
dent in myself now,” says Maxx. “Researching 
for questions has helped me much more than 
anything. My favorite thing that I never really 
thought of is that our entire industry depends on 
whether or not the sun comes up. There’s nothing 
that we can truly control in agriculture, we just 
adapt and overcome.”
 Maxx continues, “My favorite quote I’ve 
ever used to answer a question is ‘Without labor, 
neither knowledge nor wisdom can accomplish 
much.’ This really speaks to me, and agriculture 
as a whole, because no matter how smart you 
are or how many degrees you have, you’re still 

the person in the field, who is 
essentially, pushing the shop-
ping cart for the world.”
 In the near future Maxx 
has plans of the Career Devel-
opment Events he would like to 
compete in, “This year at state 
I want to do agronomy, possi-
bly meats and a speech.”
 Proud advisor Shane 
Buckholz stated, “Maxx is 
an incredibly hard work-
ing student, with a diverse 
set of skills and interests. He 
has dedicated himself whole 
heartedly to learning about 
agriculture, and FFA. As with 
all freshmen, the FFA Creed 
is just the beginning for this 
bright young man!” 
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 Advisor Brock Burch described the hours the team 
logged to win fourth place at the National FFA Con-
vention. “This team started, most of them, at the first 
novice parliamentary procedure contest in 2013. This 
took a couple years but we were able to win the state 
contest with great help and support from our commu-
nity and past members and our work ethic.” Burch went 
on to say that their success at state was just the begin-
ning, “After winning state in April we started practic-
ing again near the end of May. The students studied all 
summer and once we started school we had before and 
after school practices and the team would get together 
whenever they could all meet to gain the knowledge 
necessary to be competitive, mostly studying Robert’s 
Rules of Order.”
 The team understood the value of the work they put 
into the contest. Stewart described the long term impact 
the contest had on him, “Parli pro is also something that 
will help you in life outside of FFA, as it is used in any 
real world business or board meetings. It helps mem-
bers learn how to speak publicly and how to vocalize 
their ideas and arguments.”
 Each time a team from one’s own chapter wins, it 
is easy to be enthused but there were two very special 
notes on which the team walked away from the contest.  
“An exciting part is that five of the six team members 
scored high enough on the exam to be an accredited 
parliamentarian,” Burch stated. “They are the first stu-
dents from Casper to ever make the national finals stage 
in parliamentary procedure.”
 In an age where professionalism can be rare and the 
ability to share ideas effectively in a meeting is lacking, 
it is outstanding to know that FFA members are work-
ing diligently to remain a cut above. In closing Casper 
FFA Advisor Brock Burch simply stated, “I am very 

PARLI continued from Page 1

Wilson Stewart, Trey Campbell, Austin Mettler, William Moffat, Mar-
riah Zumbrennen and Taylor Cotton made up this year’s winning 
team from Casper FFA. Courtesy photo

Louisville, Kentucky 
— It was another great 
National FFA Conven-
tion for Wyoming FFA. 
October 28-31, FFA 
members from across the 
state of Wyoming joined 
with FFA members 
from across the U.S., 
Puerto Rico and the Vir-
gin Islands to compete 
in Career Development 
Events, take in the largest 
youth focused expo and 
leadership training in the 
nation and to “Amplify 
FFA.” Wyoming has 
earned a reputation for 
being highly competitive 
at the national level and 
2015 was no exception. 
Casper FFA’s Parliamen-
tary Procedure team took 
third place. In the Poul-
try Evaluation Career 
Development Event, 
Cheyenne’s High Plains 
FFA took tenth. Both 
teams are featured in this 
edition of the Wyoming 
FFA Times. 
 Billie Tillett, Larissa 
Tippetts, Masey Tippetts 
and Reece Kay from the 
Lovell FFA took fifth 
place in the nation in 
the Horse Evaluation 
Career Development 
Event. Masey Tippets 
ranked seventh in the 
nation. Billie achieved a 
Gold Emblem and Reese 
and Larissa were Sil-
ver. The National FFA 
Horse Evaluation CDE 

is a competitive event 
that tests students’ abil-
ity to select and evalu-
ate horses. Event com-
ponents include eight 
selection classes that 
consist of four halter 
classes and four perfor-
mance classes. Students 
also give four sets of oral 
reasons with two sets 
coming from each eval-
uation class. Teams also 
work together to com-
plete practical activities 
and a team presentation. 
 The National FFA 
Meats Technology and 
Evaluation CDE is a 
competitive event that 
tests students’ skills and 
competencies in eval-
uating and identifying 
meat carcasses and prod-
ucts. Event components 
include a general knowl-
edge exam; beef car-
cass evaluation; iden-
tification of wholesale 
and retail cuts of beef, 
lamb, and pork; quality 
and yield grading of beef 
carcasses; a team meat 
merchandising event; 
and solving of a meat 
formulation problem. 
Wyoming FFA’s team 
from the Torrington-
Lingle FFA placed sev-
enth in the nation. Paul 
Miller was the tenth high 
individual and his team-
mates, Morea Shipley, 
Makenna Greenwald and 
Skyler Miller were all 

Wyo’s strong showing at National FFA Convention recapped
Gold Emblem winners. 
 Ten Sleep FFA’s 
Amanda Lewiston, 
Afton Peterson, Madison 
Anderson and Kristian 
Quaye placed ninth the 
Agriculture Sales CDE. 
Lewiston and Ander-
son both achieved Gold 
Emblem finishes while 
their teammates were 
both Silver.  The event 
includes actual sales 
presentations, a written 
exam, team sales situa-
tion, an individual prac-
tical situation focusing 
on customer relations, 
customer service, or 
prospecting for custom-
ers.  
 Finishing with a gold 
emblem the Casper FFA 
farm business manage-
ment team consisted of 
Kaylen Lewis, Bridger 
Helm, Joshlynn Kas-
tenschmidt and Wilson 
Stewart. The National 
FFA Farm Business 
Management CDE is 
designed to test the abil-
ity of students to apply 
economic principles and 
concepts in analyzing 
farm and ranch business 
management decisions. 
Participants respond to 
questions concerning 
economic principles in 
farm business manage-
ment as well as a prob-
lem-solving analysis 
section. 
 Buffalo FFA’s Agri-
cultural Technology 
and Mechanical Sys-
tems team also earned 
Gold Emblem honors. 
Team members Trevor 
Spayners, JW Sayer 
and Connor Oak were 
Gold Emblem individu-
als and Wyatt Blakeman 
won Silver at the event. 
Activities included in 
the event are a writ-
ten exam, a team event, 
demonstration of prob-
lem-solving skills, and 
hands-on performance 

activities. Areas of 
emphasis include envi-
ronmental and natu-
ral resource systems, 
machinery and equip-
ment systems, structural 
systems, energy systems 
and electrical systems. 
The team traveled with 
support from Andreen-
Hunt Construction in 
Casper.
 Wyoming’s Envi-
ronmental and Natural 
Resources Team from 
the Rocky Mountain FFA 
chapater finished with 
a Gold Emblem. Team 
member Jennifer Parker 
was recognized as the 
10th high individual in 
the nation. Teammates 
Tailyn Miller, Lily Mey-
ers and Bonnie Bales 
were recognized for their 
Silver Emblem finishes. 
This event focuses on 
testing students’ prob-
lem solving and decision 
making skills in envi-
ronmental and natural 
resources. These areas 
concentrate on soil pro-
files, water and air qual-
ity, waste management, 
environmental analysis, 
and use of global posi-
tioning units. This team 
traveled with support 
from the Wyoming Rural 
Electric Association and 
the Wyoming Natural 
Resource Foundation. 
 Casper FFA earned 
Silver Emblem recog-
nition in the national 
Agronomy contest. 
Additionally, teammates 
Michael Nading was a 
Gold Emblem individ-
ual at the competition. 
His teammates included 
Timi Reynolds, Morgan 
Hank and Trey Camp-
bell, all Silver Emblem 
recipients. Participants’ 
knowledge of agronomic 
sciences was tested 
through several levels 
of competition including 
developing solutions for 

problematic scenarios; 
identification of seeds, 
insects, soil and crops; 
and other management 
practices. The Casper 
team traveled with sup-
port from the University 
of Wyoming’s College of 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. 
 In the Agricultural 
Issues Forum, the team 
from Cheyenne’s Fron-
tier FFA earned silver 
emblem honors. The 
team consisted of Curt-
land Fitzgerald, Syd-
ney miller, Samantha 
Jurkowski, Nick Har-
tigan, Sara Brennecke, 
Savannah Birkle and 
Garrett Hartigan. The 
National FFA Agri-
cultural Issues Forum 
CDE is a competitive 
event that tests students’ 
knowledge of agricul-
tural issues and evalu-
ates how well they can 
apply classroom knowl-
edge to real-life situa-
tions. This year’s team 
traveled with support 
from the Rocky Moun-
tain Farmers Union and 
FUSA Insurance. During 
their presentation, they 
discussed trespassing. 
 Sheridan’s John B. 
Kendrick FFA Makayla 
Mayfield, Gabrielle 
Koltiska, Chaney Peter-
son and Bell Ward rep-
resented Wyoming in 
the Livestock Evaluation 
CDE. The National FFA 
Livestock CDE is a com-
petitive event that tests 
the student’s ability to 
select and evaluate live-
stock. Event components 
include eight evaluation 
classes of beef, sheep, 
swine, and goats; oral 
placement reasons on 
four classes; and a writ-
ten exam on livestock 
production. A team activ-
ity, utilizing reproduc-
tive and marketing infor-
mation, demonstrates the 

team’s livestock selec-
tion ability. The team 
had a Silver Emblem 
finish with Peterson 
being awarded a Gold 
Emblem, Koltiska and 
Ward Silver and May-
field Bronze.  
 The Marketing Plan 
Career Development 
Event team from Sho-
shoni FFA earned Sil-
ver Emblem honors. The 
team traveled with sup-
port from Donn & Juli-
anne Randall, TR Cus-
tom Wicking and Glu-
ten Free Harvest. The 
National FFA Market-
ing Plan CDE helps 
students practice and 
sharpen skills in mar-
keting through the 
development and pre-
sentation of a market-
ing plan. The plan may 
focus on the introduc-
tion of a new agricul-
tural product, supply or 
service or on improving 
marketing of an exist-
ing product, supply, or 
service.  Shoshoni FFA 
members, Blake Fegler, 
JJ Pingetzer and Kate-
lyn Jennings are repre-
sented Wyoming in the 
Marketing Plan divi-
sion.
 Maxx Cowger of 
Upton represented Wyo-
ming in the Creed Speak-
ing CDE, he was spon-
sored by Sagebrush Mar-
keting. Rachel Derner 
from Burns FFA repre-
sented the state in the 
Extemporaneous Pub-
lic Speaking, sponsored 
by Hagemen Law P.C. 
of Cheyenne, and Becca 
Webber of Shoshoni 
competed in the Pre-
pared Public Speaking, 
sponsored by the North-
ern Ag Network. Teams 
first compete at State 
Convention in April and 
the champions are able 
to move on to compete 
on a national level. 

By Trinity Lewis, Wyoming FFA Foundation
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Get your ducks in a row
and enter the 2016 Wyoming FFA Duck Race!

DUCK LAUNCHFriday, Aug. 193 p.m. • N. Platte River
Winner Takes home $250

and a duck-themed basket

100% of the duck bucks will be deposited in the
travel fund for Wyoming State FFA Officer Team!

Ducks are just 5 bucks (5 ducks for 20 bucks!)
Buy ducks in the FFA Building During State Fair, from the 

Wyoming FFA Officer Team

or text “Duck” to 41444
BUSINESS OWNERS: We’re 

hosting a special “Super Duck Race.” For $100 
we’ll put your business logo on a duck!

Historically Wyoming cit-
izens have sold milk, eggs 
and other homegrown 
goods as a means of addi-
tional income. In order to 
avoid breaking the law, the 
items had to be sold on a 
“cow share” or “chicken 
share” program where the 
person who received the 
milk or eggs only received 
them as a trade for pur-
chasing feed for the cow 
or chickens. Complicated, 
right? 
 Representative, and 
past member of the Sun-
dance FFA, Tyler Lind-
holm, saw the complicated 
system Wyoming citizens 
had to endure before being 
able to sell their home raised 
goods and sought a solution. 
A victory was won when 
Wyoming’s Food Freedom 
Act became Wyoming law 
in 2015.
 The general purpose of 
the Wyoming Food Free-
dom Act is to allow for 
the sale and consump-
tion of homemade foods. 
Lindholm explains, “The 
Wyoming Food Free-
dom Act essentially says 
that the State has no inter-
est in transactions that 
take place between a pro-
ducer and an informed con-
sumer.  By taking this posi-
tion, the State has stepped 
away from any voluntary 
transactions involving the 
most basic of necessities — 
food.  There are some cave-
ats to the Act that Producers 
should be aware of, such as 
the Act exempts any meat 

that requires an inspection 
process to be sold accord-
ing to the USDA.  As the 
Act appears now, items 
such as raw milk, cheese, 
chicken, kombucha, etc,, 
are now available at many 
local farmers markets and 
directly at many farms or 
ranches.” The system used 
prior to the law left numer-
ous holes for interpretation 
and jeopardized participat-
ing individuals.
 “I decided to spon-
sor this bill because of the 
opportunities it can provide 
for agriculture producers to 
diversify their income, and 
of course the opportunity to 
spread the message of a free 
market. The bill was origi-
nally sponsored by the late 
Representative Sue Wal-
lis; I would be remiss not to 
mention that fact as I don’t 
believe the bill would have 
passed without all of the 
work she put into educat-
ing fellow lawmakers about 
local food,” Lindholm 
stated.
 Although still in the 
very early stages of the Act, 
Lindholm said the move-
ment to buy directly from 
farms, ranches and individ-
uals is looking very posi-
tive. “Multiple farmers mar-
kets are reporting their num-
bers of producers and con-
sumers have in some cases 
doubled or tripled. Farms 
and ranches across our state 
have started to diversify in 
different ways in order to 
bring products directly to 
the consumer.  This has the 

Bill brings new opportunity to agriculture, Wyo FFA members
By Trinity Lewis, Wyoming FFA Foundation possibility of (hopefully) 

causing an agriculture boom 
throughout the state.  I also 
think it’s important to note 
that Wyoming is the very 
first in the nation to take 
this stance, and I have cur-
rently heard from seven dif-
ferent states that will be try-
ing to enact this law in their 
state. Local food directly 

from farms and ranches has 
become hip! Local consum-
ers desire their products to 
be locally produced, and 
fresh. With the Wyoming 
Food Freedom Act produc-
ers have more opportuni-
ties than any other state to 
provide exactly what they 
want.”
 Initial drafts of the 

Food Freedom Act included 
the marketing of beef, lamb 
and pork. Due to state and 
USDA inspection regula-
tions, the sponsors of the 
Act eventually omitted 
them from the legislation. 
Nevertheless, Lindholm 
expects the ability to sell 
meat directly from farm to 
fork to be law in Wyoming 

in the very near future. “I 
would look for a bill this 
year (concerning beef and 
other meats), it’s already 
drafted.”
 Tyler Lindholm is a 
former member of the Sun-
dance FFA Chapter and still 
works along with his family 
in production agriculture.

Poultry team makes a strong finish
 The National FFA Poultry Evaluation Career 
Development Event (CDE) is a competitive event that 
tests participants’ ability to select top quality poultry 
and poultry products needed for successful produc-
tion and marketing. Event participants must com-
plete a written exam on poultry management, eval-
uate classes of live birds for eggs and meat produc-
tion, evaluate quality of eggs, and evaluate and iden-
tify parts and products.
 The team from Cheyenne’s High Plains FFA won 
the state title in order to compete at the national level. 
Together, the team earned 10th at National FFA Con-
vention. Mackenzie Klipstein and Ashley Swearingen 
both received Gold Emblems and their teammates, 
Hanna Lane and Sarah Dey, earned Silver. 
 Sarah Dey described their experience, “The 
national competition was different from any compe-
tition we’ve ever participated in. It was a bit intimi-
dating knowing that we were competing against the 
best teams throughout the nation. However, we were 
still confident in our abilities to judge as poultry judg-
ers. We were expecting to do a little better than we 
actually did but going through the competition after-
wards with our advisor we knew we missed some crit-
ical details. Still we were happy to achieve 10th at the 
national level.” 
National FFA Convention isn’t the end to the jour-
ney for the team from Cheyenne. During the National 
awards banquet the contest sponsor announced that in 
an effort to recruit the best possible employees into the 
field of poultry science they are going to provide an all-
expense paid trip for the gold emblem teams to travel 
to Atlanta, Georgia in January to attend the World 
Poultry and Egg expo. Advisor Ty Berry explained, 
“It’s like stock show for the poultry industry! So we 
are off on yet another adventure to explore new oppor-

tunities for students with a background in poultry or at 
least experience in the poultry CDE.”
 He continued, “Poultry is the fastest growing seg-
ment in the Ag industry in terms of protein for your 
diet. Of course beef is still the number one choice, 
however, chicken has narrowed the gap considerably 
over the past few years and with more and more pre-
cooked convenience menu items such as heat and eat 
wings, nuggets, tenders and patties, the industry lead-
ers forecast chicken to be #1 by 2025. That means 
more employees are needed at every level from pro-
duction to management to marketing and so on. FFA 
members with leadership skills, and especially mem-
bers who have placed in the top percentile at the 
national Poultry CDE, are a hot commodity in a future 
job market. The goal of this trip is to showcase future 
opportunities to these students as they begin to make 
college and career choices.”
 Members of the High Plains FFA Chapter in Wyo-
ming were one of  37 teams participating in the National 
FFA Poultry Evaluation Career Development Event 
(CDE). The event was held in conjunction with the 
88th National FFA Convention & Expo in Louisville, 
Ky. The team, led by advisor Ty Berry, was awarded a 
Gold emblem. Members also competed for individual 
awards with 142 other participants. Mackenzie Klip-
stein received a Gold emblem, Sarah Dey received a 
Silver emblem, Hanna Lane received a Silver emblem, 
and Ashley Swearingen received a Gold emblem.
 The top ten individuals and the national win-
ning team members received cash awards to recog-
nize their success in the event. The cash awards and 
the poultry evaluation event are sponsored by Newly 
Weds Foods, Tyson Foods, Inc. and U.S. Poultry & 
Egg Association as a special project of the National 
FFA Foundation and the National FFA Organization.
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administration to seriously 
consider creating an Ag Ed 
program. In the fall of 2014, 
Miss Bangert conducted a 
parent and student survey 
that produced data support-
ing the establishment of a 
program. This data con-
vinced administration and 
in the spring 2015 an ag 
teacher was hired to begin 
the program. McKena Wal-
lentine was awarded the 
FFA advisor and agricul-
tural educator position and 
arrived in March to begin 
her new occupation. 
 “Once the school 
year began I spent a large 
portion of the semes-
ter teaching the students 
all about FFA,” Wallen-
tine explained. “I then 

helped students develop 
their SAE’s (Supervised 
Ag Experience projects) 
and we spent quite a bit 
of time getting familiar 
with the AET (Ag Educa-
tion Tracker) record book 
program. I feel that this 
really helped students get 
a firm foundation in FFA 
and what it encompasses. 
In October, I finally was 
able to get an officer team 
together and we recently 

held a retreat to get our 
Program of Activities 
and Chapter Constitution 
in place. We attended the 
FIRE/CPC conference 
and the LCCC judging 
contests and the kids have 
LOVED everything we 
have gone to so far and 
are begging me to go to 
more!”
 Another moment of cel-
ebration for the chapter was 
earlier this fall when they 
opened a box of brand new 
jackets for each member. 
The jackets were funded, 
in part, via the Wyoming 
FFA Foundation’s voucher 
fund program. The Founda-
tion works to ensure jack-
ets are available to all Wyo-
ming FFA members. The 

chapter received 
another boost 
when the Dick-
inson Family 
stepped forward 
with a contribu-
tion to provide 
the chapter with 
a start-up fund.
 In a 

community surrounded by 
agriculture, but engaged 
in other pursuits, excite-
ment and support of 
Green River’s FFA pro-
gram is coupled with the 
need to inform. “I do not 
think that the community 
entirely understands agri-
culture and the industry 
and how much it encom-
passes, which is why this 
new program is so impor-
tant!” stated Wallentine. 

NEW continued from Page 1
 Wallentine was raised 
on a small farm near Oak-
ley, Utah where her fam-
ily raised cattle, pigs, 
chickens and grass and 
alfalfa hay. She served as 
the Utah FFA State Pres-
ident and attended Utah 
State University where 
she earned her Ag Edu-
cation degree and met her 
husband Cade. 
 In regard to the hur-
dle of walking into a brand 
new chapter she stated, 
“I decided to take on the 
challenge of starting this 
new chapter because of 
my passion for agriculture, 
agricultural education and 
FFA. I believe in all three 
parts of the agricultural 
education model and the 
challenge of starting a new 
chapter excited me! My 
husband and I moved to 

Green River from Logan, 
Utah in July.”
 The Green River FFA 
Chapter is “affiliated” 
so each student enrolled 
in vocational agriculture 
classes is considered an 
FFA member, allowing 
104 students to make up 
the new chapter.
 Wallentine has 
numerous goals for the 
chapter, some of which 
are already underway. 
“One of my goals for the 
program is to develop 
more opportunities for 
SAE projects and help 
students develop stron-
ger SAEs. I would also 
like to create more hands-
on, real-world learning 
opportunities in the class-
room.” 
 She continued, “I 
would like to maybe 

switch up my 
curriculum so 
I am teach-
ing a plant sci-
ence and green 
house manage-
ment course. My 
school is look-
ing into building 
a greenhouse and 
I think that incor-
porating the greenhouse 
into the program would 
help tremendously. With 
my vet science and animal 
science class, I would love 
to have some sort of ani-
mal facility where we can 
potentially house some ani-
mals and bring animals in 
to practice the skills we are 
learning about in the class-
room. An animal facility 
and greenhouse may cre-
ate more SAE projects for 
my students as well. As in 

any chapter, I would like to 
increase my active mem-
bership in FFA. I am going 
to try and get kids partici-
pating in as many Career 
Development Events this 
year as I can, but as time 
progresses I would like to 
continue to build upon and 
provide more opportunities 
each year.” 
  Stay tuned for the 
many exciting endeav-
ors the Green River FFA 
is sure to accomplish in 
years to come. 

cer. While Scott was guiding FFA members on a tour 
of the grain elevator, Emily was in Lander helping the 
current state officer team prepare for the weekend’s 
leadership seminars.
 “Farmers bring their grain in and we write them 
a check,” said Scott. “This is the place where they 
can turn their grain into cash.” Scott told FFA mem-
bers that barley harvest takes place in August, wheat 
harvest mid-August to September and that corn was 
arriving around the time of the November tour.
 “Our barley goes to malt houses, wheat goes to 
flour mills and corn goes through an animal,” said 
Scott. “None of those care when harvest is. It’s our 
job to get the grain, make sure it is in good condition 
to store, get it cooled down.” As the end users need it, 
said Scott, “We ship it throughout the year.” He said 
their goal is to have the grain bins empty by the time 
the next season’s harvest rolls around.
 Following the tour of the Wyoming Ag Mar-
keting, FFA members continued on to Son Har-

vest Farms. Operated by Brian and Kimberly Peil, 
began as a raspberry farm. Today the farm, built on 
direct marketing to consumers, also sells asparagus 
and operates a pumpkin patch. The stop opened FFA 
members’ eyes to non-traditional marketing and the 
entrepreneurial spirit.
 Trevor Bekken, a former member of the Wyoming 
FFA State Officer Team, and the crew at Brown Com-
pany welcomed FFA members to their Riverton dealer-
ship, one of three they operate. FFA members learned 
about the numerous career opportunities that exist with 
the dealership. FFA members enjoyed looking at the 
wide array of equipment on the dealership’s lot.
 2015 marked the fourth year the Wyoming FFA 
Foundation has hosted an industry tour. The project 
was launched to augment the FFA Association’s fall 
leadership events. The Foundation hosts the tours 
to provide FFA members an opportunity to explore 
the many facets of Wyoming agriculture and natural 
resources.

TOUR continued from Page 1

“I am stoked to be able to 
learn about all that FFA has 
to offer us! I have been on 
two trips with the FFA so 
far and have learned a lot 

and had a blast!”— Kaylyne 
Gomez

“I am excited about it because 
I can meet new people and 
make new friends that have 
the same interests as me!”

— Mckenzee Allison
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Science Fair showing keeps growing
Louisville, Kent. — Wyoming’s showing, both in terms of qualifying and placing, 
in the National FFA Agriscience Fair continues to improve. A Casper team, during 
the October 2015 event, earned Gold Emblem honors. Several more, as listed below, 
earned high-placing finishes.

Gold
Ellary Golumb & Chris Brown • Casper FFA • Animal Systems Division 3

Brianna Jolley & Madison Edeler • Paintrock FFA • Food Products &
 Processing Systems Division 4

Laura Delana • Casper FFA • Plant Systems Division 1
Levi Gitlitz • Meeteetse FFA • Plant Systems Division 2

Laden Fuller • Torrington/Lingle FFA • Power, Structural & 
Technical Systems Division 1

Abbigail Faxon • Casper FFA • Social Systems Division 2
Sheridan Stewart & Brandon Adkins • Social Systems Division 3

Silver
Savannah Housholder & Brekelle Cook • Casper FFA • Animal Systems Division 4

Matthew Willadsen • Casper FFA • Natural Resource Systems Division 1
Georgia Wollert & Gabrielle Wollert • Torrington/Lingle FFA • Natural Resource 

Systems Division 4
Makyela Sorenson • Paintrock FFA • Food Products & Processing

Systems Division 1
Wyatt Atkinson & Emma Householder • Casper FFA • Food Products 

& Processing Systems Division 3
Ivan Perez & Brady Rasmussen • Chief Washakie FFA • Power, Structural 

& Technical Systems Division 3
Kaylen Lewis & Averi Reynolds • Casper FFA • Power, Structural 

& Technical Systems Division 4
Trey Campbell & Timi Reynolds • Casper FFA • Social Systems Division 4

Bronze
Leland Mooren • Casper FFA • Animal Systems Division 1

Callie Klinghagen • Chief Washakie FFA • Animal Systems Division 2
Karen Lambert • Natural Resource Systems Division 2

Josh Miller & Adeline Miller • Chief Washakie FFA • Plant Systems Division 4
Lee Hedges • Casper FFA • Power, Structural &Technical Systems Division 2

Kylie Lipps • Casper FFA • Social Systems Division 1
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Sign up 

today!!!

H Please RSVP for dinner guests so we're sure to order enough food H

Sign-up

Today
!

Proceeds benefit the Wyoming FFA Foundation 
& the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation

Held in conjunction with the Wyoming State Fair & Rodeo

Cowboy Chuck and Chip
Four Man Golf Scramble

Aug. 16, 2016 • 2:00 p.m. T-Time • Douglas, Wyo. 

®

Douglas Community Golf Course - $75 Per Person Entry Fee

• Registration opens at noon • Mulligans available
• Dinner provided following the tournament

• Prizes awarded to the top four teams
• Open to all ages • Pick your team

Pre-register at 307-351-0730 or by emailing Jen@WyoFFAFoundation.com

Wy. Natural Resource Foundation
517 E. 19th St.

Cheyenne, WY 82001
(307) 632-5716

Bobbie.Frank@ConserveWy.com
WyNaturalResourceFoundation.com

Wyoming FFA Foundation
P.O. Box 71 

Cheyenne, WY 82003
(307) 351-0730

Jen@WyoFFAFoundation.com
WyoFFAFoundation.com

 Caring for the chickens, says 
Char’s mother Julie, is just one part 
of the business. She says her daughter 
it also learning about finances as she 
sells her eggs, buys feed and balances 
the books relating to her projects. Julie 
says those are life skills she believes 
will prove beneficial to her daughter 
long-term.
 When asked 
about her goals for 
the poultry project 
Char says, “I’d like to 
hatch some chicks.” 
When asked if she 
has an incubator she 
smiles, “I think I’ll 
let the chickens do 
the work.”
 The facilities 
have also been appre-
ciated by Hulett High 
School Sophomore 
Austin Butler and his brothers Daw-
son and Dalton. Drawing upon the 
Don Johnson Memorial Funds, Austin 
purchased six open ewes. Once bred, 
they served as the beginning of Butler 
Brothers Livestock. “I had the space 
here to lamb them out,” says Austin. 
“I could come out from ag class and 
check on them throughout the day. It 
was a huge help to have them right 
here.”
 More recently Austin and his broth-
ers teamed up, borrowing the money to 
purchase 20 ewes and a buck from a 
dispersion. With a growing number of 
ewes, the brothers again plan to lamb 
them out at the school. “In the end,” 
says Austin, “I’d like to have a mar-
ket lamb sale right here at the school.” 
It’s a long-term goal he shares with his 
younger brothers.
 Austin, realizing the help he had in 
starting the project, is also committed 
to helping others. In 2015 he awarded 
a lamb to a fellow FFA member Taylor 
Dykes. “We started a lamb giveaway,” 
he says. “Because I got the flock, we 
decided to do a contest.” FFA members 
compete for the prize via an applica-

tion that includes an essay. 
 “The school barn has been a great 
opportunity for the school,” says 
Bryson Mills, a junior at Hulett High 
School and a member of the chapter 
officer team. “We get to have school 
sheep and we farrowed out a sow last 
year. There are chickens, goats, pretty 

much every-
thing there that 
can supply the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
experience for 
kids that don’t 
have the oppor-
tunity to live 
on a farm or 
ranch.”
 Bryson says, 
“The garden 
is really great. 
Kids can learn 
to fend for them-

selves and cook those vegetables.” 
 Despite being more interested in 
agricultural mechanics and construc-
tion, Donovan Dykes says he’s learned 
a lot in the school garden and in an 
associated class called “Everyday Liv-
ing.” Taught by Hulett High School 
Teacher Josh Willems, students learn 
day-to-day skills with lifelong ben-
efits. His classroom includes stoves, 
enabling the students to take the pro-
duce raised in the garden and preserve 
it. Dykes says among other projects 
this past fall, they canned beans and 
did some pickling.
 Hulett High School Principal Linda 
Wolfskill is quick to praise the grow-
ing addition to the school and the asso-
ciated learning opportunities. With the 
lower grades attending school in the 
same area, happenings at the school 
farm are available to and benefitting 
students of all ages. The facilities are 
not only available to FFA members 
and the school, but can be used via the 
4-H program. Community members, 
beginning with donating their time and 
money to help build the facilities, are 
also taking an active interest.

BARN continued from Page 1

“Wyoming FFA, 
preparing today’s youth 

for feed tomorrow’s 
world.” — Sign on the 

Wall at the Hulett School 
Vocational Training 

Center

The Hulett facilities have helped Austin Butler, 
pictured here, and his two younger brothers 

grow their sheep operation.

Seventh grader Char Bauman, shown here,
operates a poultry business from the school 

farm. As of late November, there was a 
week-long waiting list for the 

eggs her hens produce.

Student opportunities at the school farm are diverse 
including a high tunnel. Outside, additional gardens 
feature a raised-bed approach and more traditional 
methods. Vegetables grown at the farm are used to 

teach students in a life skills class things like canning.
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 Available Until 
June 30!

www.WyomingPork.org
Factsheets • Market Reports • Educator Resources • Youth PQA Plus 

Recipe Database • Membership Forms • Checkoff Information
Industry Schedule • Sponsored Events • National & State Opportunities • News

Directory Listing for Producers with Paid Membership!

What’s Happening

WY   MING FFACalendar of 
Events

Feb. 21-28 National FFA Week
April 4-7 State FFA CDE’s and 

Leadership Conference, 
Cheyenne

Aug. 13-20 Wyoming State Fair, Douglas
June 13 Session 1, Wyoming FFA Leadership Camp starts
June 20 Session 2, Wyoming FFA Leadership Camp starts
July 23 Tracy Alger Memorial Western Tack and Art Auction to 

Benefit Wyoming FFA Projects
Aug. 19 Wyoming FFA Duck Race
Aug. 20 Wyoming FFA 5K
Oct. 19-22 2016 National FFA 

Convention

CELEBRATE FFA!
NATIONAL FFA WEEK 

IS FEB. 21-28

FFA CAMP
MAKE PLANS TO 

ATTEND WYOMING 
FFA CAMP 2016!

Clint Bromley, Dave Hatten, Kim Mischke and Jarred Nix, the 2015 Cow-
boy Chuck and Chip Golf Tournament Champions, are congratulated by 

Wyoming FFA Foundation Board Member Scott Vetter. The annual tourna-
ment is co-hosted by the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation and the 

Wyoming FFA Foundation. Watch for more photographs in the next edition 
of the Wyoming FFA Times later this year.


