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Frontier FFA is representing 
Wyoming at the National FFA 
Convention in the Agricul-
tural Issues Career Develop-
ment Event. The team won 
the honor of representing 
the state after competing at 
the Wyoming FFA Conven-
tion last April. Their topic of 
choice is critical habitat des-
ignation under the Endan-
gered Species Act. Kassi 
Bauman photo
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Cheyenne — Over a dozen Wyoming teams are 
traveling to the National FFA Convention, Oct. 
24-27, 2012 in Indianapolis, Indiana, to represent 
the Cowboy State.
 While there Wyoming’s representatives will 
have the chance to meet fellow 
FFA members from across the 
nation and attend an agricul-
tural expo including 2,400 dis-
plays. Exhibitors include col-
leges, agricultural companies, 
fundraising companies, the U.S. 
Armed Services, auto manufacturers and retailers. 
Students and teachers alike also have the opportu-
nity to broaden their horizons by attending a variety 
of workshops.
 A convention highlight is always the keynote 
speakers. Among this year’s guests is Josh Bleill, a 
Marine Corporal who is a native of Greenfield, Ind. 

Douglas — “I’d never had a teacher drive out to my 
house and care that much,” said Bill Pannell of his 
friend and high school Agriculture Education teacher 
Ron Pulse.
 Bill Pannell and his brother Jim had just pur-
chased two Red Angus heifers from the Beckton 
Stock Farm in Sheridan and Pulse visited their ranch 
to help clip the heifers. He was the new Agricultural 
Education teacher in the community. Following his 
tenure at Hulett High School, Pulse returned to school 
and began teaching 
agriculture at Laramie 
County Community 
College, a position he 
still holds. In the mid-
1980s Pulse took on 
the additional role of 
Wyoming’s State FFA 
Advisor.
 Following a career 
with Wyoming FFA 
that spanned four 
decades, Pulse retired 
as Wyoming’s State 
FFA Advisor in July 
of this year. Pulse’s 
friends and family 
gathered during the 
100th Wyoming State 
Fair and Rodeo to rec-
ognize his long-time 
service.
 “I’ve felt lucky to have him as a father and advi-
sor,” said Ron’s son Grant Pulse. “He truly is one who 
leads by example. I hope a little of him has rubbed off 
on me after being in his shadow for 22 years.” While 
traveling to summer leadership training for state offi-
cers for over 15 years, Grant said he saw his Dad treat 
the State Officer Team just like he treats his own chil-
dren.
 “He gave his heart and soul to every team year 
after year,” said Grant Pulse. “His life has revolved 
around FFA.”
 Wyoming’s Agricultural Education teachers pre-
sented Ron with a clock tooled at King’s Saddlery in 
Sheridan. They also hosted the reception to recognize 
his long-time service.
 Prior to the reception, Pulse took a moment to 
visit with The FFA Times and reflect on his time as 
Wyoming’s State FFA Advisor. In the mid-1980s 
Pulse along with Bob Boyd and Jack Humphrey 
acquired the program from the State Department of 
Education. At the time, Pulse said without outside 
involvement FFA had a questionable future in Wyo-
ming. Pulse eventually took the lead as State FFA 
Advisor.

Casper  — On Sept. 29 
the Wyoming FFA Foun-
dation partnered with 
Casper FFA, Windy 
City FFA and CY Junior 
High FFA to host the 
largest Blue Jeans Ball 
in recent history. Over 
260 people attended 
and raised over $18,000 
for Wyoming FFA pro-
grams.
 “It was wonderful 
to see Casper, and oth-
ers from around the 
state, turn out en force 
to support FFA at the 
2012 Blue Jeans Ball. 

Douglas — “I’m so excited to be 
here. This is my first state fair and it’s 
the biggest and the best,” said Rachel 
Derner of Burns, speaking from the 
recent 100th Celebration of the Wyo-
ming State Fair and Rodeo.
 “My parents couldn’t be here this 
week so staying in the dorms is what 
allowed me to be here,” said Derner 
of her first time attending the annual 
event. “I’m grateful we have some-
where to stay and grateful to Encana 
for sponsoring that opportunity.” 
 Encana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. con-
tributed $60,000 to install an HVAC 
(heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing) system and update natural gas util-
ities in 16 buildings on the Wyoming 
State Fairgrounds. Encana USA also 
made key improvements to the dorms, 
including upgrading the hot water heat-
ers, for the benefit of the state’s young 

Torrington — Future students at Eastern 
Wyoming College may have the oppor-
tunity to take additional classes in agri-
culture-related majors and gain valuable 
hands-on experience as the college plans 
to build new, state of the art agriculture 
facilities. The new facilities will be built 
on 20 acres that make up the north cam-
pus of EWC. Currently, that area houses 
a facility for large animal surgery and 
care, corrals, shelter and hay storage.
 According to Rick Vonburg, the col-
lege plans to start constructing some of 

the new ag facilities this fall, while it 
obtains funding for others that will be 
built in the future. The first project under-
way will be the construction of three high 
tunnel greenhouses. A different design is 
planned for each greenhouse to allow stu-
dents more learning opportunities. “Jeff 
Edwards, who is our state guru on con-
structing these tunnels, will watch them 
to see how they perform and last as far 
as durability and longevity,” Vonburg 
explained. The high tunnel greenhouses 
will be used for agriculture courses such 
as agroecology, range management, and 
crop and soil science classes. 
 The EWC board of trustees has also 
accepted the low bid to begin immediate 
construction on a livestock barn that will 
be shared by agriculture and vet technol-
ogy students. Goshen County Construc-
tion submitted the low bid for the build-
ing. “About two-thirds of the $193,570 
cost will be covered by the Eastern 
Wyoming College Foundation, and the 
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By Jennifer Womack, Wyoming FFA Times After graduating high school, Bleill attended Pur-
due University. Upon completing his education, 
Bleill decided to serve his country by joining the 
United States Marine Corps in 2004 and was acti-
vated for a tour of duty in Iraq in 2006.
 While serving in Iraq, Corporal Bleill was 

severely injured, resulting in the 
loss of both of his legs. After 
extensive rehabilitation, Ble-
ill returned to Indiana in August 
of 2008, where he attacked his 
new life head on. This new life 
included employment as the Indi-

anapolis Colts’ community spokesperson. India-
napolis Colts owner Jim Irsay has described Ble-
ill as “very talented, bright-eyed, and skilled,” and 
Bleill now travels the country to spread his mes-
sage of hope, “one step at a time.”
 Wyoming FFA members attending the event 

Ron Pulse’s career with Wyo-
ming FFA dates back to the 
1970s when he was an ag 
teacher in Hulett. In the mid-
1980s he became Wyoming’s 
State FFA Advisor, a position 
from which he recently retired. 
Jennifer Womack photo

Pulse reflects on thirty-year 
involvement with Wyo FFA
By Jennifer Womack, Wyoming FFA Times

While the event serves 
as an annual fundraiser 
for the Wyoming FFA 
Foundation, the larger 
goal is showcasing FFA 
in the state and spread-
ing the word about the 
outstanding youth who 
are involved in the pro-
gram,” says Wyoming 
FFA Foundation Exec-
utive Director Jennifer 
Womack. “We want to 
reconnect with former 
FFA members, FFA par-
ents and others who are 
interested in joining us 
to bring as much oppor-

tunity as is possible to 
the Wyoming FFA pro-
gram.”
 At the 2012 event the 
spotlight was shined on 
Casper’s FFA chapters, 
this year’s event part-
ners. Casper is home to 
three chapters. Students 
first have the chance to 
join FFA at CY Junior 
High where Wendy Pol-
lock is the ag educa-
tor. As they make their 
way to high school FFA 
is offered at by Natrona 
County High School 
with Mr. Brock Burch 

and Kelly Walsh High 
School under the direc-
tion of FFA Advisor Jes-
sie Atkinson. The Kelly 
Walsh program is on its 
second year and a wel-
come addition to Casper 
and Wyoming FFA.
 With several cham-
pion teams and state 
officers in recent years, 
Casper has a tremen-
dously strong FFA pro-
gram. The community is 
home to several recent 
state champion Career 
Development Event 

Chaney Peterson showed her horse and had 
the grand champion FFA notebook on display 
at the 2012 Wyoming State Fair and Rodeo. 
Chaney was among the youth who stayed in 
the dorms this year. Encana Oil and Gas cov-
ered the costs associated with all Wyoming 
young people who were on grounds and 
stayed in the dorms during the week. It was 
a gift that allowed more of the state’s young 
people to attend the historic event marking 
the 100th celebration. Jennifer Womack photo

Encana Oil & Gas expands State Fair 
opportunities for FFA members

By Jennifer Womack, Wyoming FFA Times

See WSF Page 7

EWC expanding ag facilities
By Gayle Smith, Wyoming FFA Times

Blue Jeans Ball continues upward trend
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Changing Seasons
 Wyoming FFA Advi-
sor Ron Pulse recently 
retired after 28 years of 
service. I remember when 
Ron was first starting and 
a few of us who had been 
state officers were helping 
out here and there at con-
vention or state judging. 
I remember I appreciated 
how he worked with the 
volunteers and made them feel like a part of the team. 
Certainly many good things have happened in Wyo-
ming FFA during Ron’s tenure as advisor. His depth of 
understanding of the program will be missed. We wish 
him well.
 Seasons change. With Ron’s leaving, a new state 
advisor has been named. The news is bitter sweet 
for me. The new state advisor is Stacy Broda. I have 
worked with Stacy in various capacities since she was 
a state officer in 1999-2000. Stacy started on the Foun-
dation Board of directors at the same meeting I did. 
She’s been the anchor of the foundation since then. 
Any project she took on was done with a level of com-
mitment and attention to detail I hope to attain some-
day. She’s an amazing leader, organizer, and worker. I 
am so excited for where Wyoming FFA will go next. 
However, I will miss her greatly as a working Founda-
tion member. Mrs. Broda, don’t let nothin’ but fear or 
common sense get in the way. 
 Seasons change. I remember Lesley Pearson com-
ing to camp as a camper some years ago. When she 
was a state officer I had a conversation with her FFA 
Advisor, Mike McConnell. During that conversation 
he noted that someday we’d probably both be working 
for her. Lesley is another amazing person whom I have 
had a chance to work with in various positions. She 
was the person with the audacity to invite Stacy and 
I to the Foundation meeting several years ago. Les-
ley and her husband brought a baby girl into the world 
this spring. With that new addition Lesley has made 
the very wise decision to leave the Foundation book-
keeping to others while she focuses much closer, and 
lower, to home. After 14 years offering her expertise 
as a CPA, Lesley will be stepping down. You will be 
missed my friend. 
 Seasons change. Last year we had more rain than 
we knew what to do with. The North Platte River, near 
Saratoga, was raging and the river below the dam at 
Boysen was boiling until into late August. This year 
we can’t buy a drop of rain and there’s no grass to put 
it on. You can walk across the Platte in knee boots and 
keep your socks dry. The foundation launched a pro-
gram last year called Bales for Blue and Gold. The idea 
was if you had a bumper hay crop you could designate 
a portion of any hay sales to the Foundation. We had 
some generous donors help us out with that program. 
With the change of seasons this year I would offer that 
if you have any hay crop to spare, please, check with 
your neighbors. I imagine there will be need for help 
closer to home this year. 
 Seasons do change, but what does that mean? Well, 
for someone it will mean stepping up in some capac-
ity to help keep the books for the Wyoming FFA Foun-
dation. For someone else it may mean getting involved 
with your school’s PTO, or boy scouts, church, 4-H or 
any of several organizations in need of good help. Now 
may be your season to give more time. If you’re not 
yet giving assistance to the Foundation, it may be your 
season to start supporting Wyoming FFA members. 
There are over 2,000 members in programs around the 
state in training to lead our schools, businesses, and 
communities through future changes in seasons. 
 In closing, I’d like to wish the Wyoming FFA 
members traveling to the National FFA Convention the 
best of luck. If there to compete, I hope it’s an educa-
tional and fulfilling experience. If you’re there simply 
to experience the convention, I hope it broadens your 
horizons and opens your eyes to opportunities you pre-
viously didn’t know exist.

May your fall be blessed.
Until next time, Court

PREZ	says
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Court Schilt
FFA Foundation President
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Douglas — Over 100 golfers were in Douglas Aug. 14, 2012 for 
the third annual golf tournament hosted by the Wyoming Natural 
Resource Foundation and the Wyoming FFA Foundation. 
 Dubbed the “Cowboy Chuck and Chip Golf Scramble,” the 
event was held in conjunction with the 100th Wyoming State Fair 
and Rodeo and drew the sponsorship support from over 35 Wyo-
ming businesses. 
 Proceeds from the Cowboy Chuck and Chip were split 
between the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation and the 
Wyoming FFA Foundation. 
 Beyond serving as a fundraiser, the event gets Wyoming’s 
agricultural educators and natural resources professionals on the 
course together for a day of golf. A 2 p.m. tee time is followed by 
an evening meal. QEP Energy and the Wyoming Pork Producers 
Council sponsored this year’s meal. Lake DeSmet Conservation 
District sponsored the prizes.
 Mark your calendar for the 2013 Cowboy Chuck and Chip to 
be held Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2013 during the Wyoming State Fair 
and Rodeo.

October 
24-27	 National	FFA	Convention,	Indianapolis,	Indiana

November
4	 Chapter	Program	of	Activities	&	Budgets	due	 in	

State	Office
9	 Wyoming	FFA	Foundation	Tour,	Wheatland
9-10	 Midwinter	 Meeting	 &	 F.I.R.E./CPC	 Leadership	

Conference-	Douglas
19-20	 Cowboy	Classic,	UW
27-Dec	1		ACTE	&	NAAE,	Atlanta

December
1	 State	and	National	FFA	Dues	due

January
2-18	 State	Officer	Visits,	as	arranged/scheduled

February
TBA	 State	 Degree	 &	 Proficiency	 applications	 due	 to	

Regional	Chairs	as	arranged
11				 All	chapter	applications	due	in	State	Office
16-23	 National	FFA	Week

March
1				 Honorary	State	Degree	nominee	resumes	due
1	 Constitutional	changes	mailed	to	chapters
1	 Resolutions	 and	 Convention	 Items	 of	 Business	

due	in	State	Office
1	 Talent	applications	due	in	State	Office
1	 State	Band	and	Chorus	applications	due	in	State	

Office	(or	as	arranged)
1	 State	 Officer	 Candidates	 names	 due	 in	 State	

Office
TBA	 Proficiency	applications	due

April
TBA				 Proficiency	 Applications	 due	 to	 Bill	 Pannell	 at	

SDE	(Subject	to	change)
8-11	 State	 FFA	 CDEs	 and	 Leadership	 Conference,	

Cheyenne
17-20	 Region	I	NAAE	Leadership	Conference,	Pendle-

ton,	Oregon
May

15	 Honorary	American	Degree	applications	due
15	 Names	of	members	interested	in	National	Officer	due

June
3	 American	Degree	Applications	due	in	State	Office	
3	 National	Officer	Application’s	due	in	State	Office
10-12		 WACTE/WVATA	Summer	Conference,	Casper
11-15	 Session	1,	Wyoming	FFA	Leadership	Camp
16-20	 NLCSO,	Cody
18-22	 Session	2,	Wyoming	FFA	Leadership	Camp

July	
1	 National	FFA	Band	and	Chorus	apps	due	online
15	 National	chapter	applications	due,	Indy
15	 National	proficiency	applications	due,	Indy
15	 National	agriscience	fair	applications	due,	Indy

August
13	 Wyoming	 FFA	 Foundation,	 Wyoming	 Natural	

Resource	Foundation	annual	golf	tournament
15	 National	Public	Speaking	Manuscript	Due,	Indy
15	 National	Ag	Issues	Portfolio	Due,	Indy
10-17	 Wyoming	State	Fair,	Douglas

September
21	 2013	Blue	Jeans	Ball,	Johnson	County	(tentative)

Wyoming FFA Calendar

The	Wyoming FFA Times is	a	joint	
publication	of	Wyoming	FFA.	Inquiries	
regarding	subscriptions,	advertising	
or	editorial	should	be	directed	to	the	
Wyoming	FFA	Foundation	at	Jen@

WyoFFAFoundation.com	or	307-351-0730.	
Discounts	are	offered	on	annual	advertising	
purchases	and	four	editions	are	published	
each	year.	Editorial	and	advertising	for	the	
next	edition	is	due	Nov.	9	and	should	also	be	

directed	to	the	Foundation.

Wyoming FFA Foundation
307-351-0730

Jen@WyoFFAAFoundation.com
www.WyoFFAFoundation.com

Mailing:	PO	Box	71	•	Cheyenne	WY	82003
Shipping:	1286	Upton	Fairview	Rd

	Newcastle	WY	82701
Executive	Director,	Jennifer	Womack
Court	Schilt,	Chairman	•	Cheyenne
Lesley	Pearson,	Treasurer	•	Buffalo
Becki	Dale,	Secretary	•	Gillette

Val	Andreen	•	Casper
Greg	Schamber	•	Pinedale
John	Schmidt	•	Riverton
Gil	McEndree	•	Worland
Donn	Randall	•	Pine	Bluffs
Chuck	Markworth	•	Casper
Brendan	Thoman	•	Riverton

Scott	Vetter	•	Carpenter
Brittany	Wilson	•	Cheyenne

Wyoming FFA Association
State	Advisor,	Stacy	Broda

307-630-6094	•	SBroda@yahoo.com
www.WyomingFFA.org

9608	Child	Road	
Cheyenne,	WY	82009

Bryce	McKenzie,	State	President
Jessica	Pingetzer,	Vice	President
Colby	Hales,	2nd	Vice	President
Teddy	Weekly,	3rd	Vice	President
Payton	Blackwell,	Secretary
Nick	Edelman,	Treasurer
Ashley	Spatz,	Reporter
Taylor	Smock,	Sentinel

Lisa	Andreen,	Parliamentarian

Wyoming FFA Leadership Camp
Camp	Director,	Court	Schilt

307-638-2314	•	Schilt4@aol.com
www.FFACamp.org
2773	Duesenberg	Rd
Cheyenne	WY	82009

Burt	Andreen,	Assoc.	Director	•	Casper
Lindsey	Freeman,	Assoc.	Director	•	Chugwater
Toby	Lynde,	Former	Director	•	Gillette
Dan	Cannon,	Former	Director	•	Laramie

Across	Wyoming	there	are	over	53	FFA	chapters	and	
over	2,000	members.	The	Wyoming FFA Times	is	all	
of	Wyoming	FFA’s	publication,	featuring	the	news	and	
happenings	within	the	program.	It’s	laced	with	the	

numerous	reasons	to	celebrate	the	program,	features	
outstanding	supporters	and	hopefully	unveils	new	
ideas	for	the	many	ambitious	members.	It’s	also	the	
publication	for	those	who	support	Wyoming	FFA	and	

want	to	see	it	flourish	and	grow!

Winning the 2012 Golf Tournament was a team of ag teachers — 
Ed Merrill of Newcastle, Joey Johnson of Meeteetse, Kevin Teten of 
Glendo and Dave Hatten of Wheatland. They’re joined by Wyoming 
FFA Foundation Board Member Val Andreen on the left and Wayne 
Garman of the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation (WNRF) on 
the right.

The Jonah Bank Team — Dusty Porter, Richie Bratton, 
Stuart Atnip and Dominic Madia — earned second place 
in this year’s tournament. They’re joined by Wyoming FFA 
Foundation board member Gil McEndree and Val Andreen 
and WNRF Board Member Wayne Garman.

A team of ag advisors — Craig Spatz, Ty Berry, Damein 
Christensen and Nick Siddle — earned third in this year’s 
tournament. They’re joined by Wyoming FFA Foundation 
board member Val Andreen and WNRF Board member 
Wayne Garman.

The Andreen-Hunt Construction Team of Dale Andreen, Steve 
Coughenour, Bill Hunt and John Huntzinger (not shown) took fourth 
place in this year’s tournament. They’re joined by Wyoming FFA 
Foundation board member Val Andree and WNRF Foundation Board 
Member Wayne Garman.

The Peabody Coal Team was among those who 
enjoyed time on the course during the 2012 Cowboy 
Chuck and Chip golf tournament hosted by the Wyo-
ming Natural Resource Foundation and the Wyoming 
FFA Foundation.

Ag teachers win 2012 golf tournament

2nd1st

4th3rd
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...Because We Believe in You.
Boot Barn is a proud supporter of agricultural education and the Wyoming FFA – 

where young men and women are creating a future they believe in.

We Believe in the Future of
American Agriculture...

SAVE 15% OFF ONE ITEM
Offer valid with this coupon October 15 – November 30, 2012.

Offer valid at Boot Barn retail stores only with this coupon. Must surrender coupon at time of 
purchase. May not be combined with any other offer or discount. Offer valid until 11/30/12. 
Offer excludes Wrangler styles 13MWZ Rigid, 47MWZ Rigid and 936DEN Rigid, Levi’s style 
STF501 products, all UGG® Australia products and all Brighton products. Coupon code 189076

Cheyenne   •   Casper   •   Cody   •   Evanston   •   Gillette   •    Jackson   •   Laramie   •   Riverton   •   Rock Springs   •   Sheridan

America’s Favorite Western and Work Wear Store 

will also represent the 
Cowboy State in a variety 
of Career Development 
Events (CDE). Partici-
pants develop life skills 
intended to prove bene-
ficial in future careers. 
CDEs also allow students 
to explore a variety of 
career fields and gauge 
their interest level as they 
make future plans.
 “Preparing for a 
national CDE is a very 
challenging task,” says 
High Plains FFA Advi-
sor Ty Berry of Chey-
enne. “I like to refer to 
the CDEs as an enrich-
ment exercise to our cur-
riculum and the national 
contest simply takes that 
one step further. Students 
must dig a little deeper 
and study for a national 
test as well as a challeng-
ing team activity. In addi-
tion to the contest con-
tent, students must learn 
to prioritize a to do list 
and exercise time man-
agement skills in order to 
keep up in school as well 
as prepare to compete.”
 Two teams from 
Mr. Berry’s chapter will 
compete at this year’s 
National FFA Conven-
tion. Weaver Ranches of 
Colorado and Wyoming, 
sponsors this year’s 
Livestock Judging team 
from Cheyenne’s High 
Plains FFA. The High 
Plains Chapter will also 
represent Wyoming in 
the Marketing Plan com-
petition. They travel with 
the support of Gluten 
Free Harvest, Donn & 
Julianne Randall and TR 
Custom Wicking. High 
Plains is also the home 
chapter for the Poultry 
Judging team that will 
represent Wyoming at 
this year’s national con-
vention.
 “Attending the 
national convention and 
competing at the national 
level is just one exam-
ple of how FFA makes a 
positive difference in the 
lives of students,” says 
Berry. “The opportunity 
to travel, see new places 
and meet people from 
all across the United 
States is valuable in 
gaining a larger perspec-
tive of agriculture and 
the careers it has to offer. 
Students are exposed to 
the poise and confidence 
of the national officers 
conducting business on 
stage, the knowledge 
and insight from keynote 
speakers, the opportuni-
ties from hundreds of dis-
plays at the FFA career 
show and the excitement 
and enthusiasm of shar-
ing the experience with 
over 50,000 other mem-
bers just like them!”
 A team from Meetee-
tse will compete in the 
Sales and Service CDE. 
Devon Energy spon-
sored this year’s team. 
Meeteetse will also rep-
resent Wyoming in the 
Environment and Natu-
ral Resources competi-
tion. The Wyoming Rural 
Electric Association 
and the Wyoming Natu-
ral Resource Foundation 
sponsor this team.

 Bow River FFA 
will represent Wyo-
ming in the Agricultural 
Mechanics competition. 
Andreen-Hunt Construc-
tion of Casper sponsors 
the team. “We have been 
working a lot on prep-
aration for nationals as 
I’m sure everybody is,” 
says Bow River FFA 
and Hanna-Elk Moun-
tain Agricultural Educa-
tor Jason Hubbard. He 
says the team’s studies 
have included everything 
from electrical wiring to 
catching water on roof-
tops and using it for agri-
cultural purposes.
 To r r i n g t o n - L i n -
gle FFA will represent 
Wyoming in the Agron-
omy competition at the 
National Convention. 
The University of Wyo-
ming College of Agri-
culture and Drs. Tom and 
Donna Whitson sponsor 
the team.
 Frontier FFA from 
Cheyenne East High 
School will compete in 
the Agricultural Issues 
competition. The FUSA 
Insurance Agency and the 
Rocky Mountain Farm-
er’s Union sponsored this 
year’s team. According 
to Frontier FFA Advisor 
Joe Allen, the team will 
be discussing, “What 
considerations should be 
made when determin-
ing critical habitat under 
the Endangered Species 
Act?” Cheyenne attorney 
Karen Budd-Falen has 
been helping the team 
and will travel with them 
to National Convention. 
Allen says the team has 
been practicing at least 
twice a week and deliv-
ered their presentation 
to the Wyoming Legisla-
ture’s Agriculture Com-
mittee when they met in 
Hulett this fall.
 “We are very excited 
that the U.S. Natu-
ral Resources Commit-
tee for the U.S. Senate 
is coming out with their 
newest report and rec-
ommendations for this 
important topic on Mon-
day, October, 22,” says 
Allen. “This means we 
will be studying the new 
report on Tuesday so we 
can have the most recent 
information for our pre-
sentation and questions 
on Wednesday.”
 Competing in the 
Farm and Ranch Man-
agement CDE is a team 
from Casper FFA. The 
team travels with the 
support of Pathfinder 
Renewable Wind Energy, 
LLC. Casper FFA will 
also represent Wyoming 
in the Parliamentary Pro-
cedure competition with 
support from the Wyo-
ming Farm Bureau Fed-
eration.
 Shoshoni FFA will 
represent Wyoming in 
the Horse Judging CDE 
at nationals and is sup-
ported in part by Path-
finder Renewable Wind 
Energy, LLC.
 The Southeast FFA 
chapter from Yoder will 
represent Wyoming in 
the Meats Judging com-
petition. The team travels 

under the sponsorship of 
the Wyoming Beef Coun-
cil.
 Three Wyoming FFA 
members are traveling to 
National Convention to 
partake in public speak-
ing events. Chaney Peter-
son from the Sheridan 
FFA will represent Wyo-
ming in the Creed Speak-
ing competition. Chris 
and Jennifer Womack 
are sponsors of this FFA 
event. Colby Giles of 
Buffalo will compete in 
Extemporaneous Public 
Speaking. Hageman & 
Brighton, P.C. of Chey-
enne sponsor this com-
petition. Andrea Gur-
ney from Southeast FFA 
will represent Wyoming 
in the Prepared Public 
Speaking competition. 

Northern Ag Network 
sponsors this event. 
 “I am excited about 
the potential Andrea is 
showing for a competi-
tive run at the National 
Prepared Public Speak-
ing competition,” says 
Jay Clapper, Southeast 
FFA Advisor. “She’s 
worked hard and I feel 
confident that she’ll rep-
resent Wyoming well.” 
 “Thanks to the 
above-listed sponsors,” 
says Wyoming FFA 
Foundation Chairman 
Court Schilt, “the Foun-
dation issued nearly 
$13,000 to Wyoming 
FFA chapters to help with 
their travel costs to the 
National FFA Conven-
tion. We appreciate these 
supporters who join us in 

our belief that competing 
at the National Conven-
tion, attending the Expo, 
networking with FFA 
members from across the 
country and hearing from 
outstanding speakers, has 
outstanding benefits not 
only for our state’s young 
people but the communi-
ties in which they live 

and serve.”
 Watch for results 
from the National FFA 
Convention in the next 
edition of the FFA Times, 
due out this Novem-
ber. You can also find 
Wyoming FFA on Face-
book where news from 
National Convention will 
undoubtedly flow!

Brown Company is proud to serve Wyoming 
agriculture and proud to support Wyoming FFA!
See us for all of  your Ag and Construction Equipment Needs!
Wheatland, Wyo.

705 16th Street
307.322.2525

riverton, Wyo.
705 16th Street

307.857.7037

torrington, Wyo.
900 e. valley rd.

866.532.2426

Visit us online at www.GoBrownCo.Com

BROWN
company



Wyoming FFA Times • 2012 Fall Edition4

UW
 A

ni
m

Al
 S

ci
en

ce
C

ol
le

ge
 o

f A
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

 
&

 N
at

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es

OPPORTUNITY AWAITS  YOU...

THE STUDENT

We are excited about all of the good things going on in 
Animal Science! We apply land-grant principles of 

learning, discovery and engagement for the benefit of 
students, consumers and clientele associated with 
animal agriculture. In the past couple of years, our 

research productivity and relevance has been ranked 7th 
and 8th, respectively, in national comparisons of 

Departments of Animal Science.

For Students We Offer:

University of Wyoming

OptiOns in AnVs mAjOr:
• Animal Biology
• Business
• Communication
• Meat Science & Food Technology
• Pre-Veterinary Medicine
• Production
• Range Livestock

ExtrAcurriculAr ActiVitiEs:
• Academic Quadrathlon
• Block and Bridle Club
• Collegiate FFA
• Collegiate 4-H
• Food Science Club
• Livestock, Meat & Horse Judging
• Pre-Vet Club

ConCurrent major with ag ed
graduate study opportunities

internship opportunities • sCholarship assistanCe

FOr mOrE inFOrmAtiOn plEAsE cOntAct us!
phone: (307) 766-2224

Email: animalscience@uwyo.edu
Website: www.uwyo.edu/Anisci/

university of Wyoming
Animal science Dept. 3684

1000 E. university Ave.
laramie, WY 82071

Agribusiness Division sTAFF:

wyomingbusiness.org/business/Agri

The wyoming business Council would like  
to wish all wyoming FFA members good 
luck at the upcoming national convention.

Cindy garretson-weibel, Director
307.777.6589, cindy.weibel@wyo.gov

scott Keith, Livestock Genetics
307.259.3274, scott.keith@wyo.gov

John Henn, Livestock/Meat Marketing
307.777.2847, john.henn@wyo.gov

Kim Porter, Farmers Market & Education
307.777.6319, kim.porter@wyo.gov

Terri barr, Marketing Information
307.777.2807, terri.barr@wyo.gov

Donn randall, Crop & Forage
307.777.6578, donn.randall@wyo.gov

GrowinG wyominG AGriculture
FACebooK.Com/wyomingAgriCulTure 
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remainder will be through 
the Wyoming Higher Edu-
cation Endowment Fund,” 
Vonburg said. “The Barn 
will be 32 feet wide by 60 
feet long, and will have 
overhead doors to more 
easily accommodate the 
moving in and out of live-
stock,” he added. This 
new facility will be used 
to house livestock for vet 
technology, animal sci-
ence, and livestock judg-
ing programs, Vonburg 
said. 
 Still in the works are 
plans for a 23,000 square 
foot Agriculture Tech-
nology Education Center 
(ATEC), which is expected 
to cost millions to build. 
“We are still working on 
plans for that facility, and 
exploring funding oppor-
tunities,” Vonburg said. 
“The Wyoming Commu-
nity College Commission 
has approved building all 
these facilities, so once we 
have a plan finalized and 
funding in place, we could 
build this facility,” he said. 
 Vonburg said the col-
lege is hoping to work in 
conjunction with the Uni-
versity of Wyoming, local 
banks and the community 
to make it a reality. “Sev-
eral years ago, we had an 
ag focus group that deter-
mined we needed an ag 
facility like this. There is 
a lot of community sup-
port to construct it,” he 
said. “Goshen County is 
the heart of agriculture in 
Wyoming. We are number 
one in livestock and crop 

production, and have a 
livestock auction barn that 
is rated in the top 10 in the 
country,” he said. “When 
prospective students tour 
the college, they are dis-
appointed in our lack of an 
ag facility. I think it is the 
strength of the faculty that 
has kept our ag depart-
ment going.”
 The ATEC facility 
will include classrooms, 
laboratories, offices, and 
an instructional and dem-
onstration area. The dem-
onstration area will allow 
farrier science, ag mechan-
ics, livestock judging, and 
other hands-on activities 
to take place that are dif-
ficult to hold at the pres-
ent time. “This would be 
a proposed classroom that 
would be set up similar to 
a theater with an instruc-
tor station up front,” Von-
burg said. “You would 
be able to open it up into 
an arena where livestock 
or machinery could be 
brought in,” he said. 
 Currently, students 
taking courses like horse-
shoeing are challenged 
because only a small 
room with an overhead 
door going outside exists, 
where a horse can be 
brought in. “Students have 
to bring their own horses, 
unload them to work on 
them, load them up and 
take them back,” he said. 
 Livestock judging is 
even more difficult. Since 
the college doesn’t have 
the facilities to house their 
own animals, students on 

the livestock judging team 
spend evenings and week-
ends going to area pro-
ducers to evaluate their 
animals and improve 
their skills. “With these 
new facilities, we hope 
to build up our own live-
stock for livestock judg-
ing purposes,” Vonburg 
said. “Someday, we hope 
to host livestock judging 
contests here at the col-
lege.”
 Mostly, when the 
facilities are completed, 
Vonburg hopes it will draw 
more students to EWC. 
“When these facilities are 
complete, we hope to offer 
more hands-on learning, 
more livestock, mechan-
ics, and equine classes, 
and more areas of study. 
We are very excited about 
these new facilities. There 
is a symbiosis between 
the vet tech and ag pro-
gram, and the vet technol-
ogy program also has a 
limited large animal facil-
ity. Both departments are 
excited about the possi-
bilities these new facilities 
will provide,” he said. 
 Once the facilities are 
complete, Vonburg hopes 
to make it a true commu-
nity resource. “I would like 
to see visiting professors 
from UW come and take 
part in our campus,” he 
said. “I would also like to 
see us be able to host com-
munity events, ag related 
meetings and shows, and 
expand the possibilities in 
all our ag and community-
related events,” he added.

EWC continued from Page 1

Thank you for making The 2012 
Blue Jeans Ball a huge success!
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lue jeans
all

Wyoming FFA 
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Corporate Sponsors

Table Sponsors
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USA 
Trucking

Clear Creek Cattle Company 
the Hendry family
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Quick Info

FFA	BRIEFS

* See Store for Details

together!Let’s grow
together!Let’s grow

to use your Discount Card on all your FFA purchases!

2012 FFA Members
DON’T FORGET...

See card for 
complete details.

Cheyenne  |  Evanston  |  Evansville/Casper  |  Laramie  |  murdochs.com

2012 FFA DISCOUNT CARD

MURDOCH’S RANCH & HOME SUPPLY

10% OFF Bedding, Books, Grooming Products, 
Tack, Fly Control, Buckets, Feed and 
Supplements, Show Clothing 
(Denim Jeans, Show Shirts, Hats and Footwear)

DOES NOT INCLUDE:  Medicines and Vaccines, Livestock 

Handling Equipment, Fencing, Posts, Electric Fencing and 

Supplies, General Clothing, Feeders or Hay, Water Tanks, 

Stock Tank Heaters, Horseshoes, Gates, Panels, Saddles and 

Sale Items.  See back for details.

FFA Member: 
Chapter Name:

Providing Water Solutions & 
Environmental Services 

We promote integrated land and 
water stewardship and create 
beneficial use solutions that 
bring value to our customers. 
We offer value based 
environmental services to 
help promote and cultivate 
sustainable development of 
natural resources. Our 
commitment to natural 
resource stewardship 
allows our customers to 
focus on their core 
businesses while we look 
after the environment. 

1415 N Main St   Sheridan, WY 82801 
(307) 673-0607     www.beneterra.com 

1600 Basin Ave, Ste 2  Bismarck, ND 58504 
             (701) 751-1707   Fax: (701) 751-4150                

Torrington — 
Wyoming FFA 
members gath-
ered in Torrington 
this fall for the 
state’s first ever 
vet science com-
petition. Eastern 
Wyoming Col-
lege hosted the 
event. Ten chap-
ters from across 
Wyoming gath-
ered for the inau-
gural event with Worland taking home top honors and 
Casper placing second. Both teams will represent Wyoming 
at the National FFA Convention.
 The competition included a written test on nine areas 
of animal and veterinary sciences, sections on animal breed 
identification, veterinary equipment identification and ani-
mal parasite identification for each individual. In addition 
to the individual competition, each team was given a sce-
nario to develop a written response with facts and options to 
improve an animal care and ethics issue in the United States.
 On an individual basis Seth Peterson from Worland 
was first, Ty Carpenter from Jim Bridger second, Kaylen 
Lewis from Casper third, and Danae McGarvin from Wor-
land fourth. Fifth was Tevin Smith from Casper and Lacey 
Packard of Casper was sixth.

Vet Science CDE begins

Worland’s Chief Washakie FFA had the 
champion team at the inaugural vet sci-
ences competition at Eastern Wyoming 
College this October. The team, as well 
as the second place team from Casper, 
will represent Wyoming at the National 
FFA Convention. Photo courtesy of Stacy 
Broda

Cheyenne — Do you love FFA and like to write? Con-
sider serving as a student editor for the Wyoming FFA 
Times. In this role you’ll have the opportunity to gather 
Wyoming FFA stories and see your work in print. For 
FFA members planning to pursue writing careers, it’s a 
great opportunity to build a portfolio. Those who have 
work published in the Times will receive a per col-
umn inch payment for their work and have their byline 
appear in the publication. They’ll also gain valuable 
writing experience and feedback on their submissions.
 Four editions of the FFA Times are published each 
year and editors will be expected to submit an article 
for each edition during their time of service. For addi-
tional details email Wyoming FFA Foundation Execu-
tive Director Jennifer Womack at Jen@WyoFFAFoun-
dation.com. Please consider sharing a few of your 
Wyoming FFA article ideas with your inquiry. Dead-
line for the next edition is Nov. 9, 2012.

FFA editors sought

Cheyenne — Summer 
2012 Cheyenne native 
Stacy (Child) Broda took 
the reins as Wyoming State 
FFA Advisor. Broda comes 
to the program having 
served as an agricultural 
educator, FFA advisor and 
as a past Wyoming State 
FFA Officer.
 “I was born and raised 
on my family’s cow/calf 
operation outside of Cheyenne where my husband, two 
boys and I currently reside,” says Broda. “My roots run 
deep as I am the fifth generation raised on our ranch and 
look forward to my boys having the same experiences 
and opportunities I had growing up.”
 Broda was a member of the Cheyenne FFA when 
Cheyenne had just one chapter. “I have fond memo-
ries of my FFA career, which had a great impact on the 
career field I have chosen. I am a University of Wyo-
ming graduate with a degree in agricultural educa-
tion and agriculture business. I taught for three years 
at H.E.M. High School in Hanna, Wyo. After teaching, 
getting married, and moving home to the ranch, I had 
the opportunity to serve as the Wyoming FFA Associa-
tion executive treasurer for the last six years. I have also 
been on the Wyoming FFA Foundation board of direc-
tors for the last eight years.”
 As Broda embarks on her new role as State Advisor 
she says one of her favorite quotes, attributed to Theo-
dore Roosevelt, comes to mind: “Far and away the best 
prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at 
work worth doing.” 
 “Working in agriculture and with the youth of Wyo-
ming has always been work worth doing and impor-
tant on so many levels,” says Broda. “I feel privileged 
to be a part of an organization that provides leadership 
training, career development, and personal success to 
its members. I look forward to working with state offi-
cers, FFA Advisors, members, and supporters through-
out the state to make Wyoming FFA all that it is and can 
be.”

Broda named State Advisor

Wa s h i n g t o n , 
D.C. — Wyo-
ming FFA Presi-
dent Bryce McK-
enzie and 1st Vice 
President Jessica 
Pingetzer repre-
sented Wyoming 
at the July 21-27, 
2012 State FFA 
Presidents Con-
ference in Wash-
ington, D.C. This year’s theme was “Founding the 
Future.”
 According to Jessica, two delegates from each state 
came together to discuss issues important to the future 
of the National FFA Organization and American agricul-
ture. As leaders in the agricultural industry, Bryce and 
Jessica learned how to effectively advocate for agricul-
ture. Their time in D.C. included visits with Wyoming’s 
congressional delegation as well as presentations from 
the nation’s agricultural leaders.
 “FFA members were privileged to hear from Jan 
Eberly, the first woman to become a National FFA Pres-
ident,” says Jessica. “It was awesome to hear from Jan 
Eberly. She is very successful and has perfected her 
story. She definitely advocates for agriculture and lead-
ership. SPC was truly a great experience.”
 “I wish the entire State Officer team would have had 
the opportunity to attend SPC,” says Bryce. “The train-
ing we received was something that the entire Associa-
tion could have benefitted from.”

Wyoming State FFA Officers Jessica 
Pingetzer and Bryce McKenzie visit the 
office of U.S. Congresswoman Cynthia 
Lummis while in the nation’s capitol Sum-
mer 2012. Courtesy photo

FFA presidents gather

Casper — During the 2012 Central Wyoming Fair 
and Rodeo the Grainger Foundation presented the 
Wyoming FFA Foundation with a $5,000 gift. The 
dollars have been deposited in the FFA Foundation’s 
Learning by Doing program where they’ll be used to 
fund expanded learning opportunities for Wyoming 
FFA members.
 Two times a year the FFA Foundation issues 
grants to Wyoming chapters to help ensure they 
have modern, up-to-date equipment in their shops 
and classrooms. Over the course of the three-year 
program over $60,000 has been invested in Wyo-
ming classrooms. A record amount was distributed 
in 2012 thanks to supporters like the Grainger Foun-
dation.

Grainger Foundation supports FFA
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Champion Poultry Evaluation Team
High Plains FFA

(back) Joshua Berry, Mr. Ty Berry, Jace Cussins, 
(front) David Hsieh and Kiernan Brandt.

Champion Ag Mechanics Team
Bow River FFA

(back) Chris Strauch, Mr. Jason Hubbard, 
Rylie Richardson, (front) Jon Ellis and Quade Palm

Champion Horse Judging Team
Shoshoni FFA

(back) Colton Gonka, Mr. Corey Turner, Daniel Huxtable, 
(front) Brace Pingetzer and Rebecca Weber

Champion Livestock Judging Team
High Plains FFA

(back) Allison Dolph, Mr. Ty Berry, Lucas Drake, 
(front) Mackenzie Klipstein and Teddy Weekly

Champion Parliamentary Procedure Team
Casper FFA

(back) Kelley King, Chandler Hiser, Mr. Brock Burch, 
Mr. Micah Christensen, Lisa Andreen, (front) Rachel 

Emery, Sierra Hiser and Kassi Witt

Champion Greenhand Quiz Bowl
Casper FFA

(back) Wyatt Mason, Clayton Atkinson, 
(front) Sierra Hiser and Amerey Barnett

Prepared Public Speaking
Andrea Gurney, Southeast FFA

Champion Farm & Ranch Management Team 
Casper FFA

(back) Anthony MacMillan, Tate Chamberlain, 
(front) Kaylee Schneider and Ali Ballard

Champion Ag Issues Team 
Frontier FFA

(back) Mrs. Karen Budd-Falen, Holly Brennecke, Dylan 
Freeman, Mr. Joe Allen, Alexandra Frauendienst, Lois Bren-

necke, (front) Kadi Davis, Sam Schulz and Sarah Falen

Champion Environment & Natural Resources Team
Meeteetse FFA

(back) Stori Hlavnicka, Mr. Joey Johnson, 
Frank Gould,(front) Keely Newkirk and Sheana Guthrie

Champion Agronomy Team
Torrington/Lingle FFA

(back) B.W. Ochsner, Mr. Jason Groene, Nick Vetter, 
(front) Barry Greenwald and P.D. Miller

Champion Sales & Service Team
Meeteetse FFA

(back) Keely Newkirk, Mr. Joey Johnson, Clayton 
Webster, (front) Stori Hlavnicka and Sheana Guthrie

Creed Speaking Champion
Chaney	Peterson,	Sheridan	FFA

Sponsor: Chris and Jennifer Womack

Extemporaneous Public Speaking
Colby Giles, Buffalo FFA

Sponsors: 
Wyoming Rural Electric 

Association and the 
Wyoming Association of
Conservation Districts

Sponsor: 
Devon Energy

Sponsor: 
University of

Wyoming College of
Agriculture and Drs.

Tom & Donna Whitson

Sponsor: 
Pathfinder Renewable 

Wind Energy, LLC

Sponsor: 
Bison Oilwell 

Cementing

Sponsor: 
Hageman &

Brighton, P.C.

Sponsor: 
Weaver Ranches 
Susan, Mourine & 

Maxine Weaver

Sponsor: 
Wyoming

Farm Bureau
Sponsor: 
Northern

Ag Network

Sponsor: Pathfinder
Renewable Wind

Energy, LLC

Sponsor: 
FUSA Insurance 
Agency and the 
Rocky Mountain
Farmers’ Union

State Range Management Team
Worland FFA

Seth Peterson, Karyn Riefer and Kellynne Doyle
Sponsor: Peabody Energy

Sponsor:
Chris and Jennifer 

Womack

Good luck at the 2012 National FFA Convention!

Champion Marketing Plan
High Plains FFA

(back) Kierston Mills, Mr. Ty Berry, Jessica Heller, 
(front) Kelley Fisher and Payton Blackwell

Meats Evaluation Team
Southeast FFA

Sponsor: Wyoming Beef Council
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$8,000 in 
Scholarships

 Available Until 
June 30!

www.WyomingPork.org
Factsheets • Market Reports • Educator Resources

Youth PQA Plus • Recipe Database • Membership Forms
Checkoff Information • Industry Schedule 

Sponsored Events • National & State Opportunities • News

Directory Listing for Producers with Paid Membership!

people. The company also paid for FFA 
members and other youth attending this 
year’s Wyoming State Fair, to stay in the 
dorms.
 Chaney Peterson, an FFA mem-
ber from the John B. Kendrick Chap-
ter in Sheridan, echoed Derner’s grat-
itude, stating that Encana’s generosity 
made it possible for more FFA members 
to attend this year’s Wyoming State Fair 
and Rodeo.
 Both girls were very active at this 
year’s Wyoming State Fair. Peterson’s 
horse placed in halter and her FFA note-
book was top in the state. She’ll also rep-
resent Wyoming in the Creed Speaking 
competition at the National FFA Con-
vention. “I have a goal of earning a gold 
emblem,” said Peterson.
 Derner brought two hogs to the State 
Fair, one of which placed in its class. She 
also entered her classroom notebook for 
FFA. Looking toward next year, she’s 
already making plans to return to the 
event. “I hope to come back and qualify 
in showmanship,” she said. “I love that 
as it’s all about you. It really is your ded-
ication.”
 Back in their home communi-
ties both girls serve as officers in their 
respective chapters and compete in 
FFA’s Career Development Events. The 

Parliamentary Procedure Team to which 
Derner belongs will represent Wyoming 
at this fall’s National FFA Convention in 
the contest for junior high teams.
 “I think it’s way cool,” said Peter-
son of Encana USA’s gift. “I can’t imag-
ine trying to provide this for all of these 
kids.” She and Derner also encourage 
State Fair attendees to stay in the dorms 
where they have a chance to meet mem-
bers of the Wyoming State FFA Offi-
cer Team and other young people from 
around the state. “We play cards every 
night,” said Peterson who has appreci-
ated the opportunity to meet additional 
FFA members from across the state.
 Wyoming State FFA Advisor Stacy 
Broda echoes the FFA members’ grati-
tude. “FFA members work hard on their 
projects in order to show at the Wyo-
ming State Fair. Encana’s generosity was 
much-appreciated in helping more of our 
state’s young people attain this goal and 
participate in the 100th celebration.” 
 “Encana’s generosity benefits FFA 
members in so many ways,” says Wyo-
ming FFA Foundation Chairman Court 
Schilt. “From college scholarships to 
supporting leadership training and now 
FFA members attending the State Fair, 
Encana USA is truly making a difference 
for Wyoming young people.”

WSF continued from Page 1

Worland — Many Wyo-
ming young people chart 
their career goals through 
FFA experiences, apply-
ing the skills gained to 
successful careers. Chris 
Leake, a Worland native 
who now oversees main-
tenance for oilfield service 
provider Schlumberger, 
is no exception. Schlum-
berger is the world’s larg-
est oilfield service com-

pany.
 A graduate of Worland 
High School, Chris par-
ticipated in the local fair, 
successfully showing mar-
ket swine. In his final few 
years, he took home two 
champion showmanship 
awards and a champion 
market award. He went on 
to the Wyoming State Fair 
where he received third 
overall in showmanship.
 Chris attended the 
Wyoming FFA State Con-

vention every year and 
competed on the Washakie 
chapter’s livestock judg-
ing team for four years 
straight. As a sophomore 
he served as chapter sec-
retary and was vice presi-
dent his junior and senior 
years. “The whole FFA 
experience had a positive 
influence on my success 
in my career,” says Chris. 
“Every person I interacted 
with in FFA was a posi-
tive experience and helped 

me to become who I am 
today.”
 Touring businesses 
in Worland with his FFA 
chapter, Chris saw a wide 
variety of industries. 
Ultimately, it was die-
sel mechanics that struck 
his interest and led to his 
future career. In 2004 
as an entry-level diesel 
mechanic, Chris began 
working for oil field ser-
vice company Schlum-
berger. Beginning in 
his hometown of Wor-
land, Chris put the skills 
he learned in FFA and 
his agriculture classes to 
work. Since then he has 
worked all over the globe. 
From as close as Rock 
Springs to as far away as 
Russia, Chris has traveled 

a lot of country in his work 
with Schlumberger. He’s 
currently based out of 
Conway, Arkansas, where 
he serves as the Mainte-
nance Manager. In this 
role, he oversees equip-
ment reliability, a sizeable 
budget and over 60 peo-
ple.
 Chris’ experiences 
in FFA taught him a lot 
about public speaking and 
business interactions. He 
learned how to handle dif-
ferent types of people and 
their personalities, which 
is something he utilizes on 
a daily basis. His familiar-
ity with fabricating trailers 
and working on ag-related 
equipment in his agricul-
ture classes gives him an 
edge when looking at his 

company’s equipment reli-
ability. “FFA didn’t neces-
sarily help me in deciding 
my career path but it cer-
tainly helped in my suc-
cess,” says Chris.
 Like many, FFA left 
Chris with some great 
memories. With a new 
school year upon us, Chris 
has some advice for cur-
rent and future FFA mem-
bers: “Take every experi-
ence with FFA to its full 
extent,” he says. “Take 
the opportunities that are 
available and use them 
to benefit everything that 
you want to do. I think if 
I could do it over I would 
have pursued a different 
path in college and con-
tinued my FFA career well 
into those years.”

Leake, an alumnus of Wyoming FFA, oversees maintenance for Schlumberger
By Shawna Praeuner
Wyoming FFA Times

Join the Wyoming Stock Growers! 
 -  MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES INCLUDE - 

...and so do we!

Do you like us? www.RealRanchers.com

Ag Issues Agronomy Livestock Sales 
Communication Meat Technology 
Business Management Mechanics 
Public Speaking Marketing Environment 
& Natural Resources Horses Community 
Service Ag Education Entrepreneurship 

PRODUCER • YOUTH • ASSOCIATE •  SUPPORTING
www.wysga.org/join.htm

Wyoming FFA Members think about...
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T H E  W Y O M I N G  W A Y

FARMING IS PART SCIENCE, 
PART PERSISTENCE
 AND PART LETTING 
NATURE DO ITS THING.
What does it take to be a success in agriculture? The latest 
technology. Working from dawn until dusk. And a little patience 
to get you through the seasons. Whether you need the latest 
equipment, your annual loan or just a bank you can trust, you’ll 
fi nd a partner here you can rely on. wypinnbank.com

CHEYENNE 3518 Dell Range Blvd. ...........................................307.637.7244
1501 S. Greeley Hwy. ..................................................................307.637.3552 
CODY 1702 Sheridan Ave. .........................................................307.527.7186
627 Yellowstone Ave. .................................................................307.527.7186
GILLETTE 1708 W. U.S. Hwy. 14-16 ...........................................307.682.0089
MITCHELL, NE 1151 Broadway .................................................308.623.1611
MOORCROFT 602 E.Converse ..................................................307.756.3473
NEWCASTLE 204 W. Main St. ...................................................307.746.4466
THERMOPOLIS 125 S. 5th ..........................................................307.864.5555
TORRINGTON 2000 Main St. ....................................................307.532.2181
WORLAND 644 Big Horn Ave. ..................................................307.347.3215 

T H E  W A Y  B A N K I N G  S H O U L D  B E
MEMBER FDICM

12_PW10_WY_FFATIMES.indd   1 2/29/12   8:53 AM

Eastern Wyoming College

A Great Place To Start!

3200 West C Street
Torrington, Wyoming

1.866.327.8996
1.307.532.8200
ewc.wy.edu

 “I picked up what 
pieces there were, which 
wasn’t much,” said 
Pulse. “I got with Lizz 
Schilt who was with the 
Foundation at the time. 
We worked together and 
that was the beginning. 
The Association was 
broke financially and we 
turned the thing around. 
There were some years 
I didn’t get paid and I 
didn’t care. I didn’t do 
it for the money. I did it, 
because the kids needed 
help. I believed in the 
kids and in FFA. I was an 
ag teacher through and 
through.”
 Since the mid-1980s 
Pulse says Wyoming has 

developed a quality repu-
tation at the national level 
and is one of the top five 
associations in the nation. 
“We’ve done some cool 
things with FFA Camp, 
the Foundation, the 
Alumni and everything 
else has come together at 
the same time.”
 Pulse said, “The 
things that make me the 
happiest are when the 
state officers finish their 
year and they’re happy 
and thankful, it was a 
good experience, they’d 
do it again and they want 
to come back and help 
you some more.”
 “I had more national 
officers than anybody 

before me. We added 13 
new chapters, that’s a big 
deal for me. We also went 
from four or five hundred 
at our convention to over 
1,000,” said Pulse.
 “I’m passionate about 
FFA,” he said. “If you 
weren’t, you couldn’t do 
it. You have to believe in 
it and I do. I wish I could 
continue, but it’s time 
for some new blood. I’m 
going to continue to be 
an advocate for ag teach-
ers and FFA forever.”
 Stacy Broda of Chey-
enne has been selected 
by the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Education as the 
new Wyoming FFA Advi-
sor. She began in her new 
position during Summer 
2012.

PULSE continued from Page 1
Lander — In June of this year, nearly 150 
FFA members gathered in the Wind River 
Mountains above Lander to celebrate the 
35th year of Wyoming FFA Leadership 
Camp. The nostalgic theme, “The Leg-
acy Lives,” encouraged members to build 
their own legacy. Campers were excited to 
celebrate the 35th year in a variety of ways 
from classy camp sunglasses to welcom-
ing a National FFA Officer for the entire 
first session. Cain Thurmond joined us 
from Georgia interacting with members 
in small groups and inspiring us with his 
reflections. If you would like to know 
what Cain thought of Wyoming check out 
his video blog at www.ffacamp.org.
 Michael Hirsh from the Growing 
Leaders organization inspired campers. 
He challenged students to examine images 
and reflect on their “habitudes.” After a 
few intense days of leadership workshops 
FFA members enjoyed the entertainment 
brought by Wyoming FFA Camp Founder, 
Dr. Al Snyder. Dr. Snyder is an excep-
tional hypnotist and had campers rolling 
in laughter and it was great to have him 
back to help celebrate such a big anniver-
sary. As a tradition at camp, a few mem-
bers are selected to serve as Camp Offi-
cers and serve alongside the Wyoming 
FFA State officers. They are responsible 
for planning a camp meeting and the camp 
banquet. Campers also know that all work 
and no play has never been a tradition at 
camp. Members often find themselves 
on the volleyball court or dancing in the 
lodge. In just four days, members work, 
play, eat, hike, make friends and grow as 
leaders; when they get home they sleep.
 By the time camp was over, we were 
all out of programing, and the campers 
still didn’t want to go home. A first time 
camper from the Cheyenne High Plains 
FFA, Mackenzie Klipstein, had an excel-
lent time at camp. “This was my first year 
at camp and it couldn’t have been better! 
I met so many new people and learned 
many things that will benefit me for the 
rest of my life. I can’t wait to go back to 

camp next year!”
 Many advisors see the value in send-
ing members to camp as well. It is a great 
opportunity to expose members to new 
aspects of FFA and help young people 
become the leaders of their chapter. 
  “The High Plains FFA sends FFA 
members to camp every year,” says High 
Plains FFA Advisor Ty Berry. “They come 
home energized and excited about getting 
involved in the many different opportu-
nities that FFA has to offer. In my opin-
ion, this is one of the best values available 
to our students. A quality opportunity at a 
great price!”
 Looking forward, the dates for 2013 
have already been set, Session 1 will be 
Tuesday, June 11th – Saturday, June 15th, 
2013 and Session 2 will be Tuesday, June 
18th – Saturday, June 22nd, 2013. The 
2012 camp was very busy, with a full 
schedule, several guests, and many leader-
ship opportunities. For 2013, plans includ-
ing bringing in just as many opportunities 
for leadership and student development to 
continue building a strong member base 
for Wyoming FFA. 
 The Wyoming FFA Leadership Camp 
can be found online at www.FFACamp-
camp.org, on Twitter at http://Twitter.
com/FFACamp or on Facebook at http://
www.Facebook.com/FFACamp

Thanks to a Cameco Cowboy State Challenge 
grant via the Wyoming FFA Foundation, attend-
ees at the 2012 Wyoming FFA Leadership 
Camp were able to leave behind a nice addi-
tion to the camp facilities. Eighteen benches 
were built and donated to the facility, benefit-
ting numerous camps held at the site over the 
course of each year. Court Schilt photo

Wyoming FFA Camp celebrates 35 years
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BALL continued from Page 1

Teams. In 2011 the Casper FFA Chap-
ter had four state champion teams. At 
this year’s National FFA Convention, 
multiple teams from Casper FFA will 
be competing. 
 All three chapters made outstand-
ing contributions to this year’s Blue 
Jeans Ball by selling tickets and gath-
ering auction items. Mr. 
Burch’s class construc-
tion a set of high-quality 
panels, displaying the 
hands-on skills students 
enrolled in agriculture 
education often have 
the chance to learn.
 Individuals and 
businesses donated 
nearly 150 items that 
were sold either via 
live or silent auction. 
Additionally, Pathfinder 
Renewable Wind Energy LLC 
donated a Remington 45 pistol that 
was raffled off by selling 104 chances 
at $20 each. The raffle generated just 
over $2,000 with all tickets sold. 
 USA Trucking, Andreen-Hunt 
Construction, Encana Oil and Gas, 
Cloud Peak Energy, the Wyoming 
Livestock Roundup and the Wyoming 
Pork Producers Council all stepped 
forward as corporate sponsors at this 
year’s event. BP Energy of Farson 
sponsored the tickets for the nine–
member Wyoming State FFA Offi-
cer Team. Cameco Resources, Elk 
Petroleum and Triangle G Consulting 
sponsored tables at the 2012 event.
 “Some might wonder what the 
Wyoming FFA Foundation does with 
the funds raised at gatherings like the 
Blue Jeans Ball and the annual golf 
tournament we hold in conjunction 
with the Wyoming Natural Resource 
Foundation,” says Womack. “In the 
past year we’ve awarded $25,000 in 

college scholarships, granted $15,000 
to FFA chapters to aid their com-
munity service efforts, spent over 
$20,000 buying learning materials 
for the state’s agricultural education 
classrooms, bought FFA jackets for 
members who lack the funds to do so 
themselves and more. It’s worth not-
ing that there’s more to do and we 

thank those peo-
ple and companies 
who are stepping 
forward to help us 
reach those goals.”
   The Blue Jeans Ball 
has a long history 

in Wyoming. After a 
multi-year hiatus, the 
Wyoming FFA Foun-
dation partnered with 
Pinedale FFA to bring 
the event back in the 
fall of 2010. In 2011 it 

moved to Worland and 2012 brought 
it to Casper. Because the FFA Foun-
dation’s programs are designed to 
deliver statewide benefit, the group 
hopes to continue moving the event 
to new communities.
 Looking toward 2013, the Blue 
Jeans Ball will move to Johnson 
County with a tentative date of Sept. 
21, 2013. Womack says, “We hope to 
see FFA supporters turn out en fore to 
rally behind this outstanding program 
and the growth opportunities it brings 
our state’s young people.”
 Those interested in attending or 
sponsoring the 2013 event are encour-
aged to contact Womack at 307-351-
0730. “One table sponsor has already 
signed up for the 2013 event,” said 
Womack, “and we hope we can con-
tinue growing this annual celebration 
of Wyoming FFA.” www.cloudpeakenergy.com

Proud supporter of FFA

Owner and operator of three surface 
coal mines in the Powder River Basin 

of Montana and Wyoming

Provide for Today, Protect for TomorrowTM

of Gillette

Thanks for helping make this year’s golf tournament a success! 
The Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation and the 
Wyoming FFA Foundation appreciate your support!

 

Wheatland • Torrington • Casper

2012 Dinner Sponsor!

Sublette County
Conservation 

District

®

Converse County 
Conservation District

Weston County 
Natural Resource 

District

Tracy Motor
Company

® roundupWyoming
Livestock

2012 
Prize 

Sponsor!

Frontier 
Fertilizer 

& Chemical 
Company

Reflections 
of the Wind

Linda Hamilton Ann Wittmann

Frank Law office

Table Mountain 
Vineyards

Niobrara Conservation 
District



Wyoming FFA Times • 2012 Fall Edition10

FARM continued from Page 2

for Wyoming

Generating

for Wyoming

cameco.com

Our Smith Ranch-Highland operation in Converse 
County is America’s largest uranium mine. We provide 
the fuel that generates clean electricity in the U.S. 
and around the world.

A proud sponsor of the Wyoming FFA.

BP America

Supporting the 

Youth of Wyoming

Jonah Operation Center

Laramie — With Wyo-
ming being an energy-rich 
state, the University of 
Wyoming developed a pro-
gram to help students earn 
a degree and find work in 
the energy resources field. 
The Wyoming Reclama-
tion and Restoration Cen-
ter is housed in the College 
of Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources and works 
closely with the School of 
Energy Resources. Stu-
dents who major in this field 
learn about Wyoming’s oil, 
gas, and coal industries, 
in addition to the newly 
emerging wind power busi-
ness. More importantly, 

Alan Hamner is studying in the University of Wyoming’s Col-
lege of Reclamation and Restoration. Hamner is one of the 
many students benefitting from scholarships Encana Oil and 
Gas (USA) Inc., has offered to natural resource majors via the 
Wyoming FFA Foundation. Preference is given to those stu-
dents pursing studies in Reclamation and Restoration. Cour-
tesy photo

Hamner looks to energy as an occupation By Gayle Smith, Wyoming FFA Times

the students learn about 
the land, how these energy 
industries affect it, and how 
to restore, rehabilitate and 
reclaim it once they are fin-
ished with it.
 Alan Hamner, who is 
a non-traditional student 
completing his studies at 
the University of Wyo-
ming, was originally study-
ing engineering, but liked 
the diversity of the energy 
resources field. He decided 
to change his major after 
consulting with Pam Hen-
derson, who is an aca-
demic advisor for the pro-
gram, and has since served 
as Hamner’s mentor. “The 

program caught my eye 
because it is such a broad 
range of interdisciplinary 
curriculum. There is engi-
neering, environmental nat-
ural resources, and busi-
ness. The field is broad, so 
you can go any direction 
you want in this field,” he 
explained.
 Hamner, who is one of 
the Wyoming FFA Founda-
tion’s scholarship recipients 
with support from EnCana 
Oil and Gas (USA) Inc., 
is now majoring in energy 
resource science with a 
minor in reclamation and 
restoration ecology. The 
field holds a lot of appeal 
to Hamner, who chose the 
energy resource science 
field because he enjoys 
learning about all types of 
energy from wind power, 
to oil and gas, coal mining, 
and uranium. “I wanted to 
stay in the state of Wyo-
ming, and be out work-
ing in the field, so I fig-
ured this would be a great 
opportunity for me,” Ham-
ner explained. “I was going 
to become a structural engi-
neer, but I would have to 
move to a big city to make 
ends meet with that type of 
degree, so I decided on this 
combination instead.”

 Hamner is no stranger 
to energy, having worked 
for different energy compa-
nies around the state since 
he finished high school. 
One of his first positions 
was working as an inflater 
during the summer. Later, 
he would spend winter 
breaks from his studies at 
college in Sheridan inflat-
ing pipelines for tanks and 
vessels. He has completed 
an internship in Rawlins, 
Wyoming doing reclama-
tion monitoring, which he 
really enjoyed. “I worked 
primarily out in the field,” 
he said. “But, I would like 
to work into more of the 
office part of it,” he said. 
 As he completes his 
degree, Hamner said two 
courses have been partic-
ularly interesting to him. 
One course was in recla-
mation of drastically dis-
turbed lands, and is taught 
by another of Hamner’s 
mentors, Dr. Peter Stahl. 
The course teaches stu-
dents what happens to 
land if it isn’t rehabilitated 
or reclaimed. A class in 
petroleum engineering has 
also appealed to him. The 
course covers the energy 
process of a company 
from start to finish, outlin-

ing everything in the pro-
cess. “It covers what hap-
pens from the time it is in 
the ground until it is on the 
truck. Both of these courses 
were pretty intriguing,” he 
said. 
 Hamner said his favor-
ite part of the program has 
been learning more about 
reclamation and restoration 
ecology. “It has involved 
case studies and real life 
issues that have happened 
in the past and currently,” 
he said. “We study what 
has happened and learn 
from it. We also get a lot of 
hands-on experience in the 
classroom,” he added. Dur-
ing this coursework, the 
instructor challenges them 
to come up with solutions 
to the case studies, before 
showing them what the 
organization has actually 
done to resolve the issue at 
hand. 
 Since energy is such 
a major business in Wyo-
ming, Hamner feels plenty 
of employment opportuni-
ties exist for students who 
finish the program. “One 
of our classmates was just 
hired as a project manager 
for a wind farm just out-
side of Laramie,” he said. 
“There are big compa-
nies and little companies to 
work for in this state, and 
from what I’ve heard, they 
seem to treat you pretty 

well.”
 Hamner encourages 
students to look at energy 
and resources as a major 
because of the opportunities 
available in the field. The 
reclamation and restoration 
field addresses the land that 
has to be reclaimed once 
energy industries pull their 
drilling rigs or finish min-
ing for coal. “You have to 
go back in and reseed sage-
brush, forbes and grasses 
to restore and rehabilitate 
the land,” he said. “I would 
definitely encourage it as 
a course of study because 
you can be interested in 
range, forestry, wildlife, 
reclamation or ecology. It 
covers a broad field. You 
could finish this course of 
study, and have a career 
starting vegetation, after 
drilling is complete, to cre-
ate habitat for wildlife like 
sage grouse, antelope, and 
other animals.”
 “If you like math and 
open range, this degree is 
a good program for that,” 
he continued. “It is very 
diverse. The nice thing 
about it is it is an interdis-
ciplinary curriculum where 
you may take four extra 
courses to earn a minor in 
ecology or another area. 
You can even earn a second 
bachelors or a minor with 
just a few extra semesters,” 
he said.

Douglas — As Wyoming celebrated the 100th Wyo-
ming State Fair and Rodeo this past August, Wyoming’s 
State Officer Team was in attendance to help host shows 
to both enjoy and help ensure the event’s success.
 “The officers arrived early and spent the first cou-
ple of days decorating the FFA hall and putting together 
the State Officer Silent Auction,” says Wyoming FFA 
Parliamentarian Lisa Andreen of Casper. “They greeted 
members as they arrived in town from all corners of the 
state.”
 As the shows started, Lisa says they spent their days 
handing out ribbons, rosettes, and buckles as well as 
keeping track of placings. They also managed the FFA 
office, registering chapters for the week and directing 
fair-goers.
 Four of the officers were also showing animals at 
fair, says Lisa, so they spent a lot of their time in the 
barns, taking care of their animals as well as helping 
other  members with their animals.
 “Overall,” says Lisa, “it was a successful and enjoy-
able year for everyone there. The State Officers would 
also like to extend an invitation to attend the 101st State 
Fair next summer! Wyoming youth, get ready!” 

SOs serve at State Fair
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Encana is proud to partner with FFA, 4-H and Ag in the Classroom to teach youth the 
importance of agriculture. We are also partners with the Wyoming Stock Growers 
Association and the Wyoming Stock Growers Agricultural Land Trust to preserve and 
strengthen agriculture for the future.

Laramie — For some, FFA 
is an extra-curricular activ-
ity. For others, it’s a hobby.  
For Tate Bauman, it’s in 
his blood and brings out 
his true passion for agri-
culture. The son of Brett 
and Tammy Bauman, Tate 
grew up on his family’s 
Charolais Cattle Ranch in 
Carpenter, Wyo. He expe-
rienced his first Wyoming 
State FFA convention 
when he was in the second 
grade. From that moment 
on, he knew he wanted to 
wear the National Blue and 
Corn Gold colors and be a 
member of such a pres-
tigious organization. But 
being a member wasn’t 
enough once he got to 
experience it first hand; he 
wanted to excel in it….and 
that’s exactly what he has 
done.
 As a seventh grader, 
Tate officially started his 
FFA career. He was the 
youngest showman and 
won the FFA Swine Show-
manship at the Wyoming 
State Fair the same year. 
Once he reached high 
school, Tate served as POA 
Chairman, Chapter Sec-
retary and Chapter Pres-
ident of the High Plains 
FFA Chapter at Central 
High School in Cheyenne. 
Wanting to get the most 
out of FFA, he went on 
to serve on the Wyoming 
State FFA officer team 
from 2009 to 2010 as Par-
liamentarian.

 He has continued his 
FFA endeavors well into 
his college career at the 
University of Wyoming 
while pursuing a degree in 
Agricultural Business. “I 
continued my FFA career 
in college due to the fact 
that it runs in my blood, 
it’s a passion. FFA has 
given so much to me that if 
I continue in college, I will 
be able to gain more, while 
being able to serve others 
and provide others with 
the opportunities that I was 
given,” says Tate.  With the 
encouragement of his Col-
legiate FFA Advisor Kris 
Brewer, Tate submitted his 
application to become a 
National FFA Ambassador.  
After a series of interviews 
with questions based on 
his resume and personal 
questions, he was chosen 
as one of 20 to represent 
the entire nation and agri-
culture.
 “Being a National Col-
legiate Ag Ambassador 
you will travel and spread 
the word about agriculture. 
We present to anybody, 
preschool kids all the way 
to civic groups,” says Tate.
 “To become a National 
Ambassador,” says 
Brewer, “he had to submit 
a video of himself present-
ing, answer essay ques-
tions and provide refer-
ences.  All of the Ambas-
sadors are sophomores, 
juniors, seniors or grad 
students in college who are 

selected through an appli-
cation and phone interview 
process. He will receive a 
$1000 scholarship, digi-
tal camera, use of an I-pad 
and projector and compen-
sation for his travel. Ag 
Ambassadors deliver pre-
sentations based on eco-
nomic importance, envi-
ronmental stewardship, 
sound science and sustain-
able agriculture. Eighty-
eight college students from 
29 states have served as 
ambassadors. Only twenty 
college students are cho-
sen from across the United 
States each year.” Brewer 
says she’s had two mem-
bers, Saige Albert and now 
Bauman, chosen for the 
prestigious positions.

 On top of his demand-
ing schedule with school 
and the National FFA, Tate 
is an entrepreneur.  At the 
age of 14, he started his 
own show pig operation. It 
was originally started with 
the goal of using it has his 
SAE in FFA.  Now, his 
operation is in full-swing 
and has taken him further 
than he ever imagined, 
saying, “This business has 
allowed me to help and 
mentor the younger gen-
erations on the importance 
of agriculture and how to 
treat animals properly.” In 
2009, Tate was named the 
State Star in AgriBusiness.
 With so many years of 
experience in FFA, Tate is 
bound to have abundant 

memories that will last him 
a lifetime. When asked to 
name a few, Tate simply 
says, “The most memora-
ble is being a State Officer 
and being a role model for 
so many.”
 “Never give up no 
matter what happens, it 

happens for a reason,” says 
Tate to younger members. 
“When one door closes, 
another opens. Also make 
sure to take advantage 
of every opportunity that 
you can; it will only make 
you a stronger person and 
allow for a strong future.” 

When Tate Bauman presented his retiring address at the Wyo-
ming FFA Convention, he discussed the Code of the West. 
Courtesy photo

Bauman named National Collegiate Ambassador for FFA By Shawna Praeuner, FFA Times

Tate Bauman is a national collegiate ambassador for the FFA, 
spreading fact-based information about American agriculture 
and its importance. Courtesy photo

Indianapolis, Ind. — During the 2011-12 school 
year, 16,939 students joined FFA and raised the 
organization’s total membership to 557,318 students 
in grades seven through 12 in the U.S., Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands.
 “Interest in agricultural education continues to 
grow due to the hard work, dedication and commit-
ment agriculture teachers and state FFA leaders have 
toward developing our members for the future,” 
said National FFA Organization CEO Dwight Arm-
strong. “Our members are developing skills through 
educational and real-world experiences that will ide-
ally position them to pursue one of more than 300 
careers in agriculture.”
 Demographically, Texas added more members 
than any other state last year, growing to 86,482 stu-
dents. Trailing Texas was Georgia, Colorado, Dela-
ware and Arizona.
 Texas also leads the list of the top five larg-
est FFA membership states, followed by Califor-
nia (70,683), Georgia (32,244), Missouri (25,748) 
and Oklahoma (24,364). Nine of the 10 largest FFA 
chapters are in California high schools in Fresno, 
Sacramento, Hanford, Woodland, Atwater, Tulare, 
Madera, Romoland and Clovis. FFA chapters were 
in 18 of the 20 largest U.S. cities last year, including 
New York City, Chicago and Philadelphia.
 “Through my travels this year, I have been quite 
impressed by the passion that agriculture teach-
ers exude toward their students,” said National FFA 
President Ryan Best. “They’re working hard every 
hour in the classroom to fully develop FFA mem-
bers’ potential for future personal and career suc-
cess.”
 There are 7,498 local FFA chapters throughout 
the U.S., Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Membership over half million

Cheyenne — Early October the Wyoming FFA Foun-
dation distributed over $15,000 in grant dollars to Wyo-
ming FFA chapters.
 Evanston FFA will be building a flatbed trailer that 
will allow their chapter to transport local projects. High 
Plains FFA will be applying the funds they secured to 
improve management techniques for the chapter’s flock 
of sheep. Southeast FFA will be building a portable live-
stock pen and Worland FFA will be adding a univer-
sal bender to their collection of classroom tools. These 
projects were funded with donations from Encana Oil 
and Gas, the Grainger Foundation, Cloud Peak Energy, 
the Gretchen Swanson Foundation, the Wyoming 
Wheat Growers Association and Devon Energy.
 Thanks to a gift from Cameco Resources, money 
has been set aside to help the Cowley FFA Chapter 
reach their goal of building a greenhouse. The new 
facility will teach students how to grow their own food 
and help supply fresh vegetables to the school lunch 
program.
 The next round of funding to Wyoming FFA Chap-
ters will be offered in January of 2013. Wyoming’s FFA 
Advisors are encouraged to look for the application 
online at www.WyoFFAFoundation.com and watch 
their email for early 2013 notification.

Foundation grants dollars
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AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

education for a lifetime

The Casper College Agriculture 
Department offers A.S. degrees in 
agriculture, agri-business, animal 
science, and range management and 
A.A.S. degrees in agri-business and 
animal science technology. Students 
can participate on the livestock 
judging team, rodeo team or the 
numerous ag clubs on campus.

“Learning by doing” is an 
important teaching strategy that 
agriculture instructors Heath
Hornecker, Tom Parker, Marty Finch, 
Jeremy Burkett, and Todd Jones 
employ with students. Much of that 
“learning by doing” is employed 
in the fi eld working with global 
positioning systems (GPS), livestock 
presentations, range ecologies labs, 
and soil science activities.

School of
Science

For more info. contact:
Heath Hornecker 
hhornecker@caspercollege.edu
307-268-2525 • 800-442-2963, ext. 2525

www.caspercollege.edu
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Heather Grossman of Pinedale, the 2012 Wyoming State 
Fair reserve champion

Congratulation to the FFA Showmanship winners at State Fair!

William Wood of Laramie, the 2012 
Wyoming State Fair champion

Cody — At the end of June, Wyo-
ming’s state officers traveled to the 
mountains near Cody for the National 
Leadership Conference for State Offi-
cers (NLCSO). At this conference 
they were introduced to the Montana 
and North Dakota state officer teams. 
Past national officers Tiffany Rog-
ers and Landon Schaffert, and current 
National FFA Officer Cain Thurmond 
served as event facilitators.
 Over the course of the week-long 
event Wyoming FFA State Reporter 
Ashley Spatz says they learned skills 
necessary to perform at their best as 
state officers. The Wyoming team 
focused on developing their work-
shops for chapter visits in January.  
“It gave me more insight on presen-

tations and developing workshops,” 
says Ashley. “The state officers not 
only focused on workshops, but were 
able to practice opening ceremonies, 
flag ceremonies and vespers, which 
are motivational speeches.”
 Payton Blackwell, state secretary, 
says, “Later on in the conference each 
state association prepared a delegate 
issue to send on to National FFA, which 
had the possibility to make it into the 
delegate business session at National 
Convention.  Wyoming will be send-
ing issues that include a National FFA 
livestock show and regional confer-
ences.”
 As the conference came to an end, 
the Wyoming officers were able to 
wrap up with some team bonding time.

State Officers gather for training

Visit Basin Electric, the Bard 
Ranch and feedlot facilities and 

enjoy lunch with the Laramie 
Peak CattleWomen

FFA Tour

2012
Wyoming 

Sponsored by the 
Wyoming FFA Foundation 

november 9, 2012 
Wheatland, Wyo. 

®

RSVP to Jennifer Womack by Nov. 1 at 
Jen@WyoFFAFoundation.com

We'll meet at the Sinclair gas station at the 
south end of Wheatland at 9:30 a.m.


